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Wuyuan has spectacular natural 
scenery of mountains, streams, 
bamboo groves, trees, bridges and 
ferry landings. Page 16 


Had Dauthier not come to China, 
he would have been a member of 
the American middle class, leading a 
wealthy and easy life. Page 9 


The ceremony is completed when the 
newlyweds share a drink of jiaobeijiu, a 
spirit drunk from two cups tied with a 
red cord. Page 10 


Mamdian Goes 
Cosmopolitan 


By Annie Wei 

T o many foreign res- 
idents of Beijing, 
Maizidian means 
Chaoyang Park West 
Gate - an alternative 
bar strip to Sanlitun north and 
south streets, a place to buy 
German sausage, Italian pasta, 
French cheese and real bread. 

Maizidian neighborhood com- 
mittee held a press conference 
at 21st Century Theater on Sep- 
tember 10 to launch the con- 
struction of an “international 
community” At the same time, a 
study was released on developing 
such a community, prepared by 
the neighborhood committee to- 
gether with Beijing Internation- 
al Economic and Trade Research 
Institute and Beijing WTO Af- 
fairs Center. 

Maizidian neighborhood 
committee is responsible for 
an area loosely defined as ly- 
ing between the East Third 
and Fourth Ring roads, and 
Chaoyang Gongyuan Nanlu and 
the Airport Expressway. 

The 7-square-kilometer area, 
which is mostly taken up by 
Chaoyang Park, includes Xia- 
guangli, Zaoying Beili, Zaoying 
Nanli and Nongzhan Nanli. It is 
home to over 31,000 registered 
local residents and almost 8,000 
registered expatriates. 

As well as Beijing’s third em- 
bassy district, the area includes 
the Lufthansa Center commer- 
cial area, several five-star hotels, 
including the Sheraton, Kempin- 
ski and Hilton; high-end apart- 
ment and office complexes, such 
as Palm Springs and the Sun- 
flower Tower, a number of conve- 
nience stores serving the foreign 
community and several popular 
bars and nightclubs. 

According to the survey, 87 
percent of local residents wel- 
come the idea of Maizidian In- 
ternational Community. This is 
hardly surprising, given that a 
basic requirement for a world 
standard international commu- 
nity is an eco-friendly environ- 
ment. Generally, housing values 
rise as the surrounding environ- 
ment improves. 

Lizzie Li, a senior manager 
of a real estate company deal- 
ing with expatriate clients, told 
Beijing Today, “I think Maizidi- 
an District is the area with the 
most potential in Beijing. And it 
has better traffic conditions than 
Guomao and Dongzhimen, and a 
better view.” 

The buzz about the interna- 
tional community also provides 
a boost to the real estate in- 
dustry. Li said for rented apart- 
ments, a good community is the 
key to keeping clients. Building a 
safe, friendly community will at- 
tract more clients, while if those 
features are lacking, residents 
will move when their one-year 
lease is up. 

Wang Zhe, vice-president of 
Beijing Jiacheng Real Estate, 
which has a new office building 
under construction in the Sanyu- 
anqiao area, told Beijing Today, 
“When we looked for new proj- 
ect locations, the third embassy 
area caught our attention.” 
Wang pointed out that the 
embassies do more than simply 
represent their own countries 
in China, they are also a good 
source of business. The first 
embassy area in Jianguomen 
made the Friendship Store a 
landmark place for shopping 
in the 1980s; and the second 
embassy area helped develop 
the business atmosphere from 
Dongzhimen to Nongzhanguan, 
including the popular Sanlitun 
bar district. Compared with 


Jianguomen and 
Dongzhimen, Mai- 
zidian has better 
traffic conditions, 
and is closer to the 
airport and Olym- 
pic stadiums. 

An analysis by 
Beijing International 
Economic and Trade 
Research Institute 
says that an interna- 
tional community will 
attract more foreign 
investment and pro- 
mote the local service 
industry. 

At the same time, 
the research sug- 
gests that there is 
too little interaction 
between expatriates 
and local residents. 

Relatively few for- 
eigners live in local 
residential apartments, and most 
of the expatriates who live in ex- 
pensive apartments are almost 
totally isolated from the Chinese 
community. 

“The difference in consump- 
tion ability between Chinese 
residents and expatriates who 
live here is still great,” said 
Xing Xiurong of Maizidian 
neighborhood committee, “Most 
expatriates that work in the 
area have a company paid al- 
lowance for living in an up- 
scale apartment, which most 
local residents can’t afford.” 

However she stressed that 
the concept of an international 
community was rooted in the 
basic sense of the word “com- 
munity,” meaning a place where 
people can get to know each 
other, make friends, and help 
each other, and did not mean 


a place only for 
foreigners. 

“Our interna- 
tional community 
does not separate 
the poor from the 
rich. They are 
both the resi- 
dents in the com- 
munity and we’re 
hoping the inter- 
national facilities 
here can serve 
the local resi- 
dents well too.” 
According to 
the research, 23 
percent local res- 
idents have been 
abroad; 87 per- 
cent residents are 
willing to live in 
an international 
community; 88 
percent do not 
think Maizidian is an interna- 
tional community now; 98 per- 
cent of local residents don’t know 
foreigners. 

The research also shows that 
there is a need for improved 
bi-lingual services in the area, 
including restaurant menus, 
street signs and information 
counters. At present there are 
bilingual signs in 20 percent of 
the shopping malls and 71 per- 
cent of the restaurants offer bi- 
lingual menus. 

Mistakes, however, are hard 
to avoid. On the street where 
the Maizidian neighborhood 
committee is located, the word 
“Census” on a billboard ad- 
vertising the China Economic 
Census board is misspelled as 
“Cincus.” 

On the street by the Mai- 
zidian neighborhood committee, 


the newspaper vendor in front 
of Zaoyingli Xiaoqu told Beijing 
Today, “I have no idea about 
whether Maizidian area is going 
to become an international com- 
munity, and we do not have any 
English newspapers.” 

The response was much the 
same from the proprietor of a 
fruit shop on Nongzhanguan Bei- 
lu when asked if she knew what 
was meant by the term “inter- 
national community.” She asked 
another young woman working 
there if she had heard of such a 
thing. “No!” was the response. 

Just at that moment, a cus- 
tomer, holding a coke can in his 
hand, asked, “Could you give me 
a cold one, please?” 

“Sorry, summer’s over! We 
don’t have cold drinks,” the own- 
er said. 

If they hope to compete with 
the growing number of stores 
such as Jenny Lou’s and April 
Gourmet, which cater almost ex- 
clusively to foreign residents, lo- 
cal vendors will have to learn 
that both foreigners and savvy, 
upwardly mobile locals never 
drink room-temperature coke! 

This is a point that Zhu Min- 
gying, a popular singer in the 
1980s, and now president of 
C&M International Arts Educa- 
tion Center, well understands. 

Zhu, who has lived in the US 
for 10 years and in the Maizid- 
ian area for seven years, has 
been very active in building 
Maizidian international commu- 
nity. She told Beijing Today that 
building an international com- 
munity needs the understanding 
of local residents and a key re- 
quirement is helping local people 
in the service industry under- 
stand the needs of both foreign- 
ers and locals. 

She also pointed out that 
many of the foreigners who 
live in Maizidian also work 
and do most of their social- 
izing here. “Maizidian is the 
first and most pervasive im- 
pression of Beijing and China 
for many foreigners. It’s impor- 
tant to build it into an interna- 
tional standard area.” 

To her, building an interna- 
tional community is not just a 
matter of surface appearance, 
“We have to perfect the details.” 

And the details are never- 
ending, from bus stop locations, 
which should not be right under 
the window of an expensive 
apartment building; and the 
skills a housekeeper should have; 
to the way fruit should be ar- 
ranged in a fruit store, what 
kinds of foreign publications 
a newsstand should sell, and 
what brands of cigarettes a shop 
should stock. 

Francois Magni, who works 
for Deloitte & Touche Corporate 
Finance, told Beijing Today, “I 
have not heard anything about 
an international community. I 
like living in my local Chinese 
neighborhood, and would not 
move outside the second ring 
road even you paid me! To me, 
Maizidian is just a place to 
buy bread, cheese and alcohol. 
We go to Suzzie Wong and the 
Black Sun bar to drink, shop at 
Jenny Lou’s and have pasta at 
Annie’s.” 



Photo Provided by Maizidian Neighborhood Committee 


‘Maizidian is 
the first and 
most pervasive 
impression of 
Beijing and 
China for manv 
foreigners. It’s 
important to 
build it into an 
international 
standard area.’ 



Schumacher 

Ignites 



Fever 

in Shanghai 


By Ming Xin 

I t seemed only Michael 
Schumacher and red-hot 
Ferrari could give Chi- 
na a real thrill at the up- 
coming inaugural Formula 
One event this Sunday in 
Shanghai, an alien territory 
for one of the most glamor- 
ous sports in the world. 

As the big day draws clos- 
er, the festival atmosphere 
is palpable in downtown 
Shanghai with FI stories 
flooding the media. 

Schumacher made his 
first public appearance in 
Shanghai at a press con- 
ference on Wednesday, after 
keeping local media and 
fans guessing for a couple of 
days. 

“It’s not really a surprise 
to see so much support from 
Chinese fans. The Formula 
One championship is a 
worldwide event,” Schum- 
acher said. 

As the second new event 
added to this year’s Formula 
One schedule, the race is a 
landmark for Formula One. 

With China’s population 
of 1.3 billion, the race offers 


a big opportunity for For- 
mula One teams and their 
sponsors to break into the 
biggest market on earth. 

The 5.4-kilometer track, 
designed by the prolific Her- 
mann Tilke of Germany, was 
built at a cost of US $320 
million, according to the lat- 
est reports. 

Whether local citizens 
will embrace the race is an- 
other story. China has no 
car racing tradition to speak 
of, and ticket prices ranged 
from 370 yuan (about 45 US 
dollars) to 3,700 yuan (450 
dollars), a considerable sum 
for most Chinese. 

Organizers say the 15,000 
tickets to the race have al- 
ready sold out, with 20 per- 
cent purchased by overseas 
fans. 

Practice starts today, with 
qualifying time trials to be 
held Saturday afternoon. 
The race itself gets under- 
way at 2 pm Sunday, with 
Ferrari’s Schumacher, who 
has won 12 of this year’s 15 
races, the firm favorite to 
take the crown in China’s 
first Grand Prix. 
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Free Personal Classifieds 


Beijing Today is 
launching a free 
personal classifieds 
service. For sale and 
wanted ads, 
situations wanted 
and vacant, 
language exchange 
and personals, and 
rentals will be 


printed free of 
charge. Email your 
personal classifieds 
(in English and 
Chinese) to 
info@ynet.com. 
Personal classifieds 
should conform to 
relevant laws and 
regulations. 
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International Standard Set for 
Corruption and Bribery 


By Chu Meng 

The first international standard 
and authoritative definitions for the 
crimes of corruption and bribery 
have been set at the 17th Interna- 
tional Congress of Penal Law, held 
at the Great Hall of the People from 
September 12 to 19. 

Professor Cherif Bassiouni, pres- 
ident of the AIDP said at the clos- 
ing ceremony, “Resolutions we made 
in this congress will be submitted 
to the United Nations and kept on 


file. They are going to serve as a 
reference while making other inter- 
national laws and regulations from 
now on.” 

The definition described a civil 
servant as a career employee work- 
ing for a government department at 
any level, or administrators work- 
ing for legislation, execution and 
administration agencies. Workers in 
non-government bodies and enter- 
prises may also be classed as civil 
servants as long as those bodies 


were under the control of the gov- 
ernment. 

Corruption of a civil servant 
refers to the act or process of the 
dishonest and improper use of one’s 
own power or position, to reap ille- 
gal benefits, especially money and 
being morally wicked. The definition 
of bribery is to influence the behav- 
ior or judgment of a civil servant in 
a special position of power or trust 
unfairly or illegally by offering him 
or her favors or gifts. 


Zhao Bingzhi, vice-president of 
Renmin University’s School of Law 
said at the closing ceremony of 
the congress, “this international 
standard is coherent with China’s 
anti-corruption policy. And in order 
to achieve this goal, government 
departments at all levels should 
enhance operational transparency 
and responsibility.” 

Cherif Bassiouni also said, “Anti- 
corruption is an international task. 
Thus, countries throughout the 
world should work together and 
abide by the same standard to 
fight against this crime, especially 
crimes of trans-national corruption 
and bribery. While great progress 
has been achieved in the develop- 
ment of international criminal jus- 
tice, more international co-operation 
is required.” 


Tax 

Evasion 
Costs 4.2 
Billion Loss 

By Chu Meng 

Figures released by the 
National Bureau of Statistics last 
weekend revealed a loss of 4.2 
billion yuan from tax evasion by 
state owned and non state owned 
enterprises. 

The figures cover 788 enter- 
prises during the period from 
September 2002 to September 
2003. Of the 788 surveyed 
enterprises, 100 evaded tax total- 
ing 1.43 billion yuan through 
improper accounting and lodging 
false declarations, and a further 
169 taxpayers avoided 2.76 bil- 
lion yuan due to the inefficiency 
of local taxation departments. 

The figures resulted from 
strict examinations of 788 enter- 
prises who have sound fiscal 
administrations and 90 percent of 
which have an annual income of 
above 1 million yuan, accounting 
for about 20 percent of national 
total annual tax income. The 
survey was conducted by 17 spe- 
cial working groups of NBS offi- 
cials and experts targeting 35 
major taxation departments in 
17 provinces all over China. 

Most of those improperly-oper- 
ated departments blamed pres- 
sure to acquire fixed amounts 
annually for tax on local enter- 
prises for their shortcomings. 
Figures showed that 364 enter- 
prises, 46.1 percent of the 788, 
had this kind of problem. 

To rectify the situation, the 
NBS suggested improvements 
should be made to the national 
assessment system of enterprise’s 
finance conditions and the estab- 
lishment of a rigid mechanism 
of obligation for taxation depart- 
ments at all levels. 
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Two drilling teams converge between Dongsi and Dengshikou Wednesday morning to complete the 17th section of the tunnel for 
the No. 5 subway line. Photo by Cai Daizheng 


CBHC Regulatory Fees introduced 


By James Liu 

China’s banking regulator, the 
China Banking Regulatory Commis- 
sion (CBRC) has started levying reg- 
ulatory fees on financial institutions. 

As of Monday, commercial banks, 
credit unions, trust investment com- 
panies, postal saving institutions, 
financial assets management compa- 
nies and other financial institutions 
will pay the regulatory fees every 
June and November. 

The fees are intended to help push 
institutions to scrutinize the work of 
the regulator and “promote the real- 
ization of effective banking regula- 


tions,” a CBRC spokesman said at a 
news conference last Sunday held to 
officially introduce the new fees. 

The fees consist of two parts: 
institution regulatory fees and oper- 
ation regulatory fees. Institutional 
regulatory fees will be 0.08 percent 
of the paid-in capital of the super- 
vised institutions, while the opera- 
tion regulatory fees will be levied 
at 0.02 percent of their total assets 
for those holding less than 3 trillion 
yuan in assets. 

Supervised institutions with assets 
worth between 3 and 4 trillion yuan 
will pay regulatory fees of 0.015 per- 


cent on the assets. Those with assets 
between 4 trillion yuan and 5 trillion 
yuan, the CBRC charges 0.01 percent 
for the assets and institutions do not 
have to pay for the part in excess of 
five trillion yuan. 

The larger Chinese commercial 
banks will pay a higher level of fees 
than their US counterparts of similar 
sizes pay to the Office of the Comp- 
troller of the Currency (OCC), which 
regulates and supervises US national 
banks, but the smaller banks, includ- 
ing foreign banks operating here, will 
pay less than their US counterparts, 
the CBRC said. 


Real Estate Prices Surge 13.5% 


By Chu Meng 

China’s real estate prices 
continued to grow during the 
first eight months of this year, 
with the average housing price 
hitting 2,749 yuan per square 
meter, an increase of 13.5 per- 
cent over the same period last 
year, and 6.9 percent over the 
number of the first quarter 
this year. The figures were 
released in a report on Chi- 
na’s current housing market 
by the Ministry of Construc- 
tion Monday. 

Figures also showed that 
average prices of commercial 
housing nationwide had 


reached about 2,500 yuan per 
quarter, an 11.2 percent jump 
over the same period last year. 
Meanwhile the unit price was 
up 15 percent, 14.7 percent 
and 7.7 percent 3,421 yuan 
respectively in the eastern, 
central and western regions of 
China in the first eight months 
of last year. 

“The price rise is stimulated 
by booming market demands 
and limited investment tools. 
China’s surging real estate 
prices should be closely mon- 
itored,” said Chang Xiuze, a 
researcher with the Macro- 
Economy Research Institute 


of the State Development and 
Reform Commission in a 
Xinhua interview Tuesday. 

According to ministry offi- 
cials’ analysis, there were five 
factors contributing to the phe- 
nomenon: a sharp decline of 
economical housing, shortage of 
middle-and-low price housing 
in some cities, temporary over 
supply of high-grade com- 
mercial real estate in certain 
areas, ill-directed promotions by 
some developers and increasing 
land and construction materials 
costs due to the cooling-down 
economic policies introduced 
early this year. 


Anti-monopoly Office Opens 


By Chu Meng 

The Ministry of Commerce 
opened an anti-monopoly 
investigation bureau Sunday. 
The director of the newly 
established office, Shang 
Ming, told media at the 
launch ceremony last Sunday 
that the office will be 
responsible for international 
exchanges on anti-monopoly 
and monopoly-related inves- 
tigations,. 

The establishment of the 
office aims to bring order 


to the market in order to pro- 
tect consumers’ interests and 
ensure fair competition. It was 
revealed at the press that 
curbing monopoly is a new 
responsibility of the Ministry 
of Commerce. 

A draft of the new anti- 
monopoly law has been sub- 
mitted to the legislative affairs 
office of the State Council. 
Moreover, introducing anti- 
monopoly legislation has been 
put on the agenda of the 10th 
National People’s Congress. 


Wang Xiaoye, a specialist in 
anti-monopoly legislation from 
the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences, said in an interview 
with China Daily last Friday, 
“China’s entry to the WTO, 
which brought in many trans- 
national corporations, has 
pushed the country to speed 
up its anti-monopoly legisla- 
tion. The adoption of an anti- 
monopoly law will serve as an 
important tool for China to 
check the influence of multi- 
nationals.” 


legislation Targets 
msposai of 
Electronic Waste 

By Chu Meng 

A draft regulation governing the disposal of elec- 
tronic waste, which aims at regulating the oper- 
ation of the country’s electronic waste recycling 
work, was released by the National Development 
and Reform Commission (NDRC) on its official web 
site (www.sdpc.gov.cn) last Friday. 

According to a document on the website, elec- 
tronic waste, or e-waste, refers to home electronic 
appliances such as computers, washing machines, 
refrigerators, televisions and air-conditioners, which 
have outlived their service period. At present, the 
draft is waiting for collective public opinions and 
will be submitted to the State Council by the end of 
October. 

Lai Yun, project leader of research institute of 
e-waste recycling from the international environ- 
mental protection organization Greenpeace told 
Beijing Today Wednesday, “Chinese authorities 
actually began the process of legislating the man- 
agement of electronic garbage three years ago, but 
the legislation was bogged down and delayed by dis- 
agreements between manufacturers, government 
agencies and consumer groups on how to split the 
bill for the disposal of these products.” 

He said that China has huge production and con- 
sumption capacities of electronic appliances, point- 
ing out that during 2003, a total of 182 million 
units were produced, while an estimated 28 million 
units reached the end of their usable life span and 
were due to be disposed of. 


US Grant Supports Power Project in 
Shanxi 

By Sun Yongjian 

The US Trade and Development Agency awarded 
a $500,000 grant Wednesday to the Shanxi Jincheng 
Anthracite Coal Mining Group to fund a technical 
assistance program on the development of a 120 
megawatt power plant that runs on coal bed meth- 
ane and coal mine methane, sources from the US 
embassy announced yesterday. 

An embassy news release says the grant demon- 
strates the agency’s ongoing commitment to assist 
China in enhancing its power generation capacity 
using environmentally friendly methods. 

The technical assistance supports one part of 
a much larger program that includes improved 
production of coal mine methane via in-mine drill- 
ing, coal bed methane production from new surface 
wells, and transmission and distribution systems for 
commercial, residential, and industrial end users. 

Tax Relief Offered to Chip Exporters 

By Chu Meng 

In an effort to stimulate China’s domestic inte- 
grated chip industry and reduce dependence on 
imported chips, the National Development and 
Reform Commission (NDRC) China will reduce 
export tax on products including chips by 13 per- 
cent tax rebate, an announcement on its web site 
revealed Tuesday. 

According to the document, semiconductor chips 
are widely used in everyday life, and are essential 
to the development of China’s high-tech sector. Such 
chips are used in telecommunication and computer 
equipment as well as a wide range of consumer 
goods such as DVD and VCD players. 

Earlier this year, China had agreed to abolish- 
ing a 17 percent tax rebate to some domestic chip 
producers whose products were mainly sold on the 
home market, in order to solve a trade dispute with 
the US. 

Northeast Facing Reform on VAT 
System 

By Wei Lixin 

A reform of the value-added tax (VAT) system is to 
be launched in north-east China, according to a regu- 
lation released jointly by the Ministry of Finance and 
State Administration of Taxation Tuesday. 

The regulation relates to expanding the deduct- 
ible scope of VAT input tax within eight fixed 
industries, including equipment manufacturing and 
petrochemical processing. According to the regu- 
lation, taxpayers whose sales amount to over 50 
percent of the whole industry qualify for the prefer- 
ential tax rate. 

Under the regulation, the three northeast provinces 
- Liaoning, Jilin and Heilongjiang - will shift from the 
current production-based VAT system to a consump- 
tion-based VAT system, which will help to reduce their 
tax burden and further fuel the economy. 

Currently, fixed assets such as equipment and 
machinery are classified as consumption goods and 
are subject to VAT tax, on which companies may 
not claim tax deductions. This places a heavy 
burden on enterprises wanting to increase their 
fixed assets investment, especially those traditional 
heavy industries in the north-east provinces. 

The implementation of the new VAT tax system 
in the three provinces will reduce central financial 
income by 10 billion yuan. If the system was adopted 
nationwide, the figure will reach 100 billion yuan. 

Beijing Qualifies as ‘Auto Society’ 

By Wei Lixin 

The total number of privately owned automobiles 
in Beijing has reached 1 million, Beijing Municipal 
Statistics Bureau announced Monday. 

Over the past two decades Beijing has experi- 
enced a gradual transition from a “city of bicycles” 
to a “city of cars,” with the total sales volume of cars 
currently increasing at a monthly rate of 38,000. 

According to the Development Research Center 
of the State Council, when the number of families 
with private cars reaches 10 to 20 percent of the 
total number in a country, the country could be 
termed an “auto society.” In Beijing, the figure has 
already reached 19 percent. 

The statistics also revealed that the GDP of 
Beijing reached 366.31 billion in 2003, compared 
to just 0.788 billion in 1952, which equates to an 
annual growth rate averaging 10.6 percent over the 
51-year period, while total economic volume has 
increased 171-fold. 

The current per-capita GDP, which is an impor- 
tant measurement of the standard of wealth, has 
increased from 170 yuan in 1952 to over 32,000 
yuan in 2003. 

Recruitment launched for UN Civil 
Servants 

By Chu Meng 

The Ministry of Personnel began recruiting UN 
civil servants Monday, while an examination to 
select candidates for reserve forces of UN civil ser- 
vants also started registration on the ministry’s 
website (www.mop.gov.cn). 

The public selection examination is scheduled 
for November 21. Those who qualify will constitute 
a reserve force of UN civil servants, and be eligible 
to take a final competitive test and simultaneous 
interpretation test in February 2005. Successful 
candidates will then become official UN employees. 

The six subjects for the final test are administra- 
tion, finance, humanitarian affairs, human rights, 
public information, social affairs and Chinese-lan- 
guage interpreters. 

International civil servants are employees who 
work for the United Nations and other interna- 
tional units, under the leadership of the interna- 
tional units. 
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Constnicdon Bank Sets Up 
Shareholding Company 


By Sun Yongjian 

China Construction Bank, one 
of the four state-owned commercial 
banks, announced on Tuesday in 
Beijing the establishment of its 
shareholding company, which has 
taken over more than 99 percent 
of the bank’s assets and all of its 
270,000 staff. Chang Zhenming, new 
president of the company, said at 
the Tuesday press conference that 
the central government would no 
longer put money towards tackling 
the bank’s non-performing loans. 


Zhou Xiaochuan, president of the 
People’s Bank of China, the country’s 
central bank, confirmed the same 
day that the Chinese government 
was stopping all previous efforts to 
provide financial assistance so state- 
owned commercial banks could light- 
en their bad loan burdens, the Wall 
Street Journal reported. 

Central authorities invested $45 
billion in cash in Construction Bank 
and the Bank of China in January 
to help them improve their capital 
adequacy ratios. 


The shareholding company had 
five major investors - Central Huijin 
Investment Co., Baosteel Co., State 
Grid Corporation of China, China 
Yangtze Power Co., and China Jian- 
yin Investment - a news release on 
the bank’s website revealed. 

Song Fengming, a professor at 
Tsinghua University, and Masamo- 
to Yashiro, chairman of the board 
of Japan’s Shinsei Bank, have been 
named independent directors of the 
new firm. 

Chang Zhenming said the bank 


was looking to invite more account- 
ing experts to assume independent 
director positions. 

The board of directors of the 
shareholding company consisted of 
five committees in charge of stra- 
tegic development, auditing, risk 
management, salary payments and 
transaction control, the Beijing 
News reported on Tuesday. 

Construction Bank’s capital ade- 
quacy ratio reached 8.17 percent by 
the end of June, mostly through 
the issuing of 15 billion yuan of 
subordinated debts in August. The 
bank’s risk-resistance abilities have 
been boosted with the injection of 8 
billion yuan into the shareholding 
company’s core assets, Chang said. 

The bank would definitely list 
on the Hong Kong stock market, 
though specific timing had not been 
decided, he told the People’s Daily 
newspaper on Tuesday. 


Carmaker Dispels IPO Rumors 

By Sun Yongjian 

Shanghai Automotive Industry Corporation (SAIC) 
will not hold its initial public offering overseas this 
year, or even next year, SAIC Chairman of the Board 
Chen Xianglin announced Sunday at a World Indus- 
try and Commerce Association in Beijing, the Beijing 
Times reported that day. 

It was the company’s first response to rumors flying 
since July that SAIC was geared to launch an IPO in 
Hong Kong and New York in January 2005. 

Rumors held that the carmaker expected to attract 
$6 billion through the offering and line up such major 
international financial institutions as the Bank of China 
International (China), Deutsche Bundes Bank, Merrill 
Lynch Securities and Morgan Stanley as underwriters. 

The central government’s macroeconomic controls 
have had a strong impact on the domestic auto indus- 
try, triggering a fierce price war among automakers 
and prompting the delay of any moves to go public, 
Chen said. 

Xu Xiang, an analyst for China Southern Securities 
Co. predicted it would take SAIC another one to two 
years to complete preparations for an IPO. 



Sixth International Fruits Fair Opens 


A Great Wall of apples spells out their Chinese name, pingguo, at the Sixth International Fruits Fair 
in Yantai, Shandong Province on Thursday. Representatives of more than 40 countries and regions are par- 
ticipating in the ongoing event. (Xinhua Photo) 


” Vying for Market Share 


Insurers’ 
Funds Stuck 
in Securities 
Firms 

By Sun Yongjian 

More than 800 million yuan 
of insurance companies’ as- 
sets are trapped within the 
accounts of securities firms 
suspected of legal violations 
and poor management and 
there is little hope the insur- 
ers will get their money back, 
the Beijing Times reported on 
September 18. 

The Hong Kong listed PICC 
Property and Casualty Com- 
pany announced through the 
website of the Hong Kong 
Stock Exchange on September 
10 that 413.4 million yuan of 
its funds, including 356.5 mil- 
lion yuan of national bonds 
and nearly 57 million yuan 
in cash, was stuck in an ac- 
count with Shenzhen city- 
based Hantang Securities and 
could not be taken back be- 
cause Hantang had suspended 
payment of transaction funds 
to institution customers. 

After being charged with se- 
riously violating China’s se- 
curities laws, Hantang was 
entrusted to the China Cinda 
Assets Management Company 
on September 3. 

China Life, another Hong 
Kong-listed domestic insurance 
giant, revealed in its mid-year 
report than Fujian province- 
based Minfa Securities had re- 
fused to return 446 million 
yuan of its national bonds due 
to “management problems”. 

Rival insurer Xinhua Life, 
scrambling to prepare for its 
domestic initial public offer- 
ing, was involved in a credi- 
tor’s rights crisis over as much 
as 600 million yuan of funds 
with the Shanghai branch of 
Southern Securities. That se- 
curities firm was taken over 
by the China Securities Regu- 
latory Commission in January 
due to fiscal and administra- 
tive mismanagement, Shang- 
hai Securities reported on 
January 4. 

The legality of entrusting 
management of assets to secu- 
rities companies is a matter of 
debate in academic and busi- 
ness circles in China. 

An employee from the ad- 
ministrative office of PICC 
Property and Casualty Com- 
pany surnamed Xiong told 
Beijing Today on Tuesday that 
the company’s cooperation 
with Hantang Securities did 
not constitute entrusted as- 
sets management. China Life 
stressed a similar point in its 
announcement. 

However, professor Hao Yan- 
su, the dean of the Insurance 
Department of the Central Uni- 
versity of Finance and Econom- 
ics, said both insurers were 
involved in entrusted assets 
management, which he said 
was not a safe choice for insur- 
ance businesses. 

“Insurance companies have 
to choose safe and reliable com- 
panies to minimize risks when 
entrusting their assets to oth- 
ers’ management,” Hao said. 


Three “Viagras 

By Sun Yongjian 

Coming shortly on the heels of 
the overturning of the patent for Vi- 
agra in this country, the domestic 
market for erectile dysfunction med- 
ications is bracing for the arrival of 
two new foreign competitors that re- 
cently received sales licenses from 
Chinese authorities. 

Viagra, produced by US-based 
pharmaceutical company Pfizer, was 
previously licensed for sale in do- 
mestic retail drug shops by the 
State Food And Drug Administra- 
tion (SFDA), the Beijing Times re- 
ported on Tuesday. 

A source from Pfizer did not reveal 
when the over-the-counter version of 
the drug would be available, where it 
would be sold or what price it would 
carry when speaking with Beijing To- 
day by telephone on Tuesday. 

Viagra used to be available only 


By Wei Lixin 

The Chongqing branch of Suning 
Alliance, a major domestic chain of 
home appliance retailers, last Satur- 
day released a second ranking of its 
best selling flat television brands, 
just one week after the publication 
of its first such ranking became a 
subject of controversy. 

Last week, Suning’s Beijing and 
Chongqing branches separately re- 
leased their own lists of the best 
selling brands of color television, 
refrigerators, air conditioners and 
washing machines based on aggre- 
gate sales data collected from chain 
stores between January and August 
this year. 

It was the first time for a domes- 
tic appliance retailer to release such 
sales information, traditionally con- 
sidered corporate secrets. The lists 
were issued on the eve of the sev- 
en-day National Day holiday, also 
known as “golden week”, and there- 
by created a stir as the domestic ap- 
pliance industry geared up for major 
sales promotions during the normal- 
ly lucrative period. 


at certain hospitals, but many peo- 
ple were unwilling to see their doc- 
tors to receive the drugs out of a 
feeling of embarrassment or a wish 
to protect their privacy, Professor Fu 
Shiheng, vice chairman of the China 
Association of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine, was quoted as saying by 
the Beijing Times. 

Germany-based Bayer pharma- 
ceutical announced last Saturday 
that its Viagra competitor, called 
Levitra, had been licensed for sale 



Levitra is set to hit the market. 


Top spot on the color television 
rankings for Beijing went to Shen- 
zhen-based Skyworth, followed by 
LG and TCL. Long-time television 
power player Changhong look a lowly 
seventh, while major foreign brands 
Sony, Hitachi and Sharp failed to 
make the grade. 

Changhong was among the 
brands to take issue with the 
reports. Wang Yong, a manager 
from Changhong’s marketing de- 
partment argued his company kept 
its own regular sales statistics, 
which indicated Changhong de- 
served a higher rating in the 
Beijing market, the Beijing Times 
said on Tuesday. Suning’s list could 
have some effect on future sales of 
Changhong televisions in Beijing, 
Wang was quoted as saying. 

The Gome chain, Suning’s main 
rival in the domestic appliance re- 
tail market, issued a statement 
that Suning’s list was not a com- 
prehensive look at appliance sales 
in Beijing. Gome was considering 
generating its own sales rankings 
with the assistance of authorita- 


by the SFDA on the domestic mar- 
ket at a price of $17 to $19 per dose. 
The drug would first be introduced 
at hospitals as a prescription medi- 
cine and the price had been report- 
ed to relevant authorities and was 
expected to receive approval in No- 
vember, the company said. 

Bayer materials state Levitra 
takes effect within 10 to 25 minutes 
of consumption. 

Lilly ICOS, another American 
pharmaceutical firm also eyeing the 
Chinese market, was set to launch 
its erectile dysfunction pill Cialis by 
the end of the year, Sunday’s Beijing 
Times reported. 

At least 40 million men in Chi- 
nese cities suffer from impotence, 
and the total market potential for 
erectile dysfunction drugs in China 
could be as high as 60 billion yuan, 
the Beijing Times said. 


tive statistics organizations, the 
company said. 

Many media reports have pre- 
dicted that some appliance makers, 
concerned their rankings could influ- 
ence consumers’ choices, could move 
to raise their spots by offering dis- 
counts on certain models and push 
sales during the “golden week”. An- 
alysts have been quoted as saying 
that Suning may have deliberately 
timed the release of the rankings to 
pressure manufacturers into slash- 
ing prices. 

“Every weekend, Suning releas- 
es weekly sales rankings in Beijing 
Star Daily , and they have never 
drawn much attention. So we never 
expected the first eight month-based 
ranking would create such a sensa- 
tion and generate so many rumors,” 
an employee from Suning’s market- 
ing department told Beijing Today 
on Tuesday on condition her name 
not be used. 

“Considering the market’s strong 
reaction, it is unclear whether Sun- 
ing will release more long-term ap- 
pliance sales rankings.” 


Appliance Retailer’s Rankings Stir Controversy 


China Southern Airlines Launches 
Local Strategy 

By Sun Yongjian 

China Southern Airlines, which controls more than 
30 percent of the domestic civil aviation market, made 
an aggressive bid for a larger market stake through 
the release of its Beijing strategy on Monday. 

The same day, the No.l Aviation Station Building, 
a multi-functional waiting hall specifically established 
by China Southern, entered operation at Capital Inter- 
national Airport, Li Jun, general manager of Beijing 
China Southern Ground Service Company told Beijing 
Today on Wednesday. 

The company’s strategy called for making Beijing 
Capital Airport a pivotal hub for linking a triangular 
network between Urumqi in the Xinjiang Autonomous 
Region, Shenyang in northeastern Liaoning Province and 
Guangzhou in southern Guangdong Province, Li said. 

Another part of the strategy called for China South- 
ern to increase its scheduled flights from Beijing to 
1,500 from 1,192 by early next year and open more 
than 10 new domestic routes, he added. 

Finn Chaoyang Business Festival 
Successful 

By Chu Meng 

The Fifth Beijing Chaoyang International Business 
Festival closed Sunday. More than 150 domestic enter- 
prises, 40 commercial counselors and 50 multinational 
corporations participated in the five-day Commercial 
Counselors Summit on Investment Promotion part of 
the festival and signed 46 contracts worth a total of 
5.85 billion yuan. 

Aside from more traditional business projects, in- 
frastructure construction projects related to traffic and 
landscape management were focuses of attention. 

A major topic of discussion throughout the event 
was the development plan of Beijing’s Central Busi- 
ness District, or CBD. The total construction area of 
the CBD will reach 10 million square meters, with of- 
fice buildings accounting for 50 percent of that space, 
according to figures released during the festival. Plans 
call for the completion of eight million square meters 
of construction in the CBD by 2008. 

Nestle to Get More Milk from Inner 
Mongolia 

By Wei Lixin 

Nestle Group, the world’s largest food and beverage 
company, announced it was further expanding its activi- 
ties in China’s milk market last Wednesday. Respond- 
ing to strong and growing demand for its milk products, 
Nestle was developing a new dairy base in Erguna, Hu- 
lunbeir City, Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region to en- 
sure supplies of fresh milk, the company said. 

Nestle currently operates two domestic dairy facto- 
ries, one in Shuangcheng, Heilongjiang province start- 
ed in 1990, and another in Laixi, Shandong province 
established in 1996. It runs a total of 20 factories in 
China and employs more than 10,000 people. 

The Switzerland-based company has already 
reached an agreement with Erguna Meilu Milk Indus- 
try Company to buy its dairy factory in Erguna. 

Nestle planned to upgrade the factory to give it a 
processing capacity of seven million tons of fresh milk 
per day by 2007 and 10 million tons by 2010, and to- 
tal investment in the dairy base would surpass 500 
million yuan, according to the business news website 
www.icxo.com last Friday. 

As it has done in Shuangcheng and Laixi, Nestle 
would provide technical assistance to local dairy 
farmers to help them improve the quantity and 
quality of their milk while keeping costs low, and 
then buy their milk through long-term agreements, 
the company said. 

Flight Delay insurance Takes Off 

By Wei Lixin 

AIU Insurance Co. on Tuesday enacted China’s first 
insurance clauses covering compensation for flight de- 
lays, the Beijing News reported Wednesday. 

AIU policy held that passengers delayed for more 
than six hours by bad weather, mechanical problems, 
strikes or hijacking could receive 300 yuan to 1,800 
yuan ($36 to $210) in compensation for every six hours 
of waiting, the newspaper said. 

The policy did not cover holdups caused by problems 
with flight schedules or conveyance services, it said. 

Individual flight delay insurance policies only ap- 
plied to international flights, and policies that covered 
both domestic and international flights were available 
to businesses, not individual customers, it said. 
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Premier Hopes Russia Chooses Chinese 
Route for Pipeline 


M oscow, September 22 (AFP) - China’s 
Premier Wen Jiabao voiced hope that 
Russia would choose a route to China for 
a crucial Siberian pipeline now in the works, the 
Interfax News Agency reported. 

“We are convinced that whatever the pipeline’s 
layout, Russia’s government and companies would 
give first priority to the Chinese route since China 
is the most stable market for Russia’s oil and gas,” 
Wen said in an interview before his visit Thurs- 
day to Russia. 

“Before the pipeline is built, we would like to 
step up supplies of Russian oil, bringing them up 
to 15 million tons in 2006,” the premier added. 

The construction of an oil pipeline giving 
energy-thirsty China access to Siberian oil will 
be one of the main topics for the prime minister’s 
talks in Moscow, China’s Ambassador in Russia 
Liu Guchang said earlier. 

China has strongly lobbied for a pipeline carry- 
ing Russian oil from Siberia to the Chinese terri- 
tory but Moscow is believed to be leaning towards 
a rival pipeline that would run to Nakhodka on 
the Sea of Japan. 

China, a net importer of petroleum products 



Vice-premier Wu Yi (left) met her Russian counterpart, 
Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Zhukov, in Moscow to 
pave the way for the meeting between the premiers of the 
two countries. 

since 1993 and of crude oil since 1996, is reliant 
on overseas producers for one-third of its supplies 
and, in turn, accounts for about 7 percent of the 
world’s oil demand. 


Local Report: 

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao’s visit to Russia 
will strengthen friendly relations and enhance 
energy cooperation between China and Russia, 
said Chinese Assistant Foreign Minister Li Hui at 
a news briefing last Friday. 

Li said Russia proposed a cooperation with 
China on an oil pipeline in 1994, and the two sides 
have done a lot of preparatory work since then. 

As the oil pipeline remains in the blueprint stage, 
China and Russia have been conducting energy coop- 
eration via railway transportation, Li said, adding 
that China, a large and stable market, needs oil and 
gas greatly, and it provides a solid foundation for 
energy cooperation with Russia. Li said China and 
Russia also share common interests in fighting inter- 
national terrorism since the two countries are both 
victims of terror. 

Sino-Russian trade has been on the rise in recent 
years. Trade volume hit $15.7 billion in 2003 and 
$11.7 billion in the first seven months this year. 

- Xinhua News Agency, Beijing, September 
17 (Wei Lixin) 


Japan’s 2Q GDP 

Revised 

Downward 

Tokyo, September 10, (Reuters) - 
Japan revised downward its second- 
quarter economic growth Friday to 0.3 
percent from an initial estimate of 0.4 
percent, defying widespread expecta- 
tions for an upward revision and send- 
ing the yen and stocks lower. 

Economists said there was little 
cause for alarm, noting a surprisingly 
large fall in public investment as the 
government tries to rein in its balloon- 
ing budget deficit. 

But looking ahead, some questioned 
the strength of Japan’s economic recov- 
ery after having seen softer data for 
July in recent weeks. 

On an annualized basis, gross domes- 
tic product (GDP) grew by 1.3 percent, 
compared to the initial estimate of 1.7 
percent, the Cabinet Office said. It was 
the fifth consecutive quarter of growth. 

But the pace of expansion slowed 
from 6.4 percent annualized for January- 
March and was lower than the US growth 
of 2.8 percent for the April- June quarter. 

The revised GDP data showed cap- 
ital spending for the quarter rose 1.2 
percent from January-March, weaker 
than economists’ median forecast of a 
2.7-percent increase. 

Financial markets were surprised by 
the downward revision. 

Economic data for July, which will feed 
into the next GDP report, has shown 
signs of a slowdown in some key areas 
that had been behind Japan’s robust eco- 
nomic growth during the past year. 

Analyst's Take: 

Although Japan has revised down its 
second- quarter GDP growth at a con- 
siderable level, Japan's economic recov- 
ery is still on its way. 

After the 10-year recession, Japan 
experienced a slow but firm recovery. 
The annualized GDP growth from 2001 
to 2004 remains at a rate of 2-3 percent, 
that is to say, the quarterly growth is 
0.7-0. 8 percent. Then, why has the last 
quarter growth declined so sharply to 
only 0.3 percent ? 

To solve the problem, we should 
analyze the four key factors contribut- 
ing to Japan's economic growth: public 
investment, exports, domestic enterprise 
equipment investment and private con- 
sumption. Among the four factors, pri- 
vate consumption contributes the most 
to economic growth at a level of 60 per- 
cent, while exports are at 20 percent; 
the two remaining factors contribute 
10 percent to the total growth sepa- 
rately. During the last quarter, though 
the public investment is at the same 
level as the first quarter and exports are 
going strong, the slack private consump- 
tion and enterprise equipment invest- 
ment bring about a negative impact on 
the economy, which outdoes the positive 
impact - so the growth rate sees a sig- 
nificant downward trend. 

What's more, since 2004, the Japan 
Central Bank, Japan government and the 
cabinet have estimated that the future of 
Japan's economic growth is not so clear 
and is experiencing a stagnancy, which 
also contributes to the downward revision. 

- Zhang Zheng, vice professor, 
School of Economics, Peking Uni- 
versity (Wei Lixin) 
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Drops Curtain 


(Xinhua Photo) 


Fewer Zeros for Won 


Seoul, September 20, (Korea- 
Herald) - The debate on currency 
reform has shifted from printing 
new 50,000-won and 100,000-won 
bills to slashing two or three zeros 
off the Korean currency. This wel- 
come transition was made when 
Lee Hun-jai, deputy prime minister 
for economic affairs, said recently 
it is time to study the proposal for 
denomination in earnest. 

Few dispute the need for 
50,000-won and 100,000-won bills. 
Price increases have reduced the 
value of the 10,000-won bill to less 
than one-tenth when first issued 
in 1973. On the other hand, the 
nation’s economy has since grown 
manifold, rendering 10,000 won all 
the more inadequate as the high- 
est-denomination bill. 

But one problem about the idea 
of printing 50,000 and 100,000 bills 
now is that they will become use- 
less in several years. Given the 
anticipated rates of inflation and 
economic growth, the nation will 
have to start using “quadrillion” 
as a monetary counting unit to 
describe its economic activities in 
four to five years. A solution to this 
problem is to cut off two to three 
zeros through re-denomination. 

Therefore, it is a reasonable pro- 


posal to put up with the inconve- 
nience of not having the proposed 
new bills for a while and issue their 
equivalents in value at the time of 
re-denomination, which will make 
bookkeeping, data processing and 
financial settlements easier and 
speedier. That is like killing two 
birds with one stone. 

Analyst's Take: 

Firstly, the currency reform would 
provide more convenience for both 
foreigners and South Korean people. 
China, in the 1950s and some other 
countries like Germany after World 
War II also had the similar experi- 
ence of a big currency union, which 
has been changed. Although main- 
taining the currency stability is every 
government's aim, only a few coun- 
tries like the United States can main- 
tain their monetary unit unchanged 
over a long period. 

Secondly, the new currency will 
benefit the emerging new Asian 
monetary system. Since World War 
II, the US dollar has become the 
dominant currency of international 
trade and until the birth of the EU. 
To seize a better position on the 
new international stage, Asia has 
no choice but to set up its own eco- 
nomic and monetary union in the 


region as quickly as possible just 
like the EU and North America. 
To take the first step, a tightened 
economic and monetary integration 
between China, South Korea and 
Japan should become the top prior- 
ity among their governments. 

Finally, it may be reasonable to 
regard the current South Korean 
reform as one scene of acts in 
this grand Asian drama. Gunnar 
Myrdal, a famous Swedish econ- 
omist, published a book entitled 
Asian Drama 50 Years Ago, analyz- 
ing the poverty and future of the 
south Asian nations. 

I think “Asian drama” is a per- 
fect term describing modern Asia. 
And just look at what we have 
observed in the past half century: 
the Vietnam War in the 1950s and 
‘60s, the emerging of Japan's eco- 
nomic power in the ‘70s, the “Four 
Tigers” of the ‘80s and the success 
story of economic reforms in China 
in the ‘90s. Of course, the region 
also has experienced a severe cur- 
rency crisis in '97 -'98, and many 
economies, including South Korea, 
have been damaged severely. 

-Jia Baohua, Professor of Uni- 
versity of International Business 
and Economics 

(Wei Lixin) 


Tobacco Giants Turn Over New leaf in $280b Trial 


Washington (AFP), September 
20 - US tobacco giants facing a 
lawsuit seeking a $280-billion pen- 
alty denied charges they lied about 
health risks, arguing that since 
1998 they have warned the public 
smoking is dangerous. 

“There is no such thing as a safe 
cigarette, be it labeled Tow tar’ or 
Tights.’ We sell a dangerous prod- 
uct,” said Ted Wells, co-counsel for 
Philip Morris USA. 

On the second day of the tobacco 
trial, lawyers for industry leaders 


said the companies do not aim to 
hide the fact cigarettes are dan- 
gerous, and they stressed that the 
industry must be judged on its 
behavior now. 

“As of today, each and every 
defendant says to the public in a 
clear and unambiguous way that 
smoking is dangerous and causes 
disease,” Wells said. 

In the largest-ever US civil 
racketeering case, the government 
accused tobacco companies of col- 
luding for five decades to hide the 


health hazards of smoking, market- 
ing directly to teenagers and lying 
by suggesting the relative safety of 
“light” cigarettes. 

Defendants include Philip 
Morris USA; RJ Reynolds Tobacco; 
Loews Corp’s Lorillard Tobacco; 
Brown and Williamson, which is 
part of British American Tobacco 
PLC; and the Vector Group’s 
Liggett Group. 

The tobacco industry reached a 
$206-billion accord with several US 
states in 1998. 


China Finance Chiefs to Join G 7 
Meeting for First lime 

Washington, September 22 (AFP) - Group of 
Seven finance ministers and central bankers will 
be joined by representatives from China for the 
first time at the G7 October 1 meeting in Washing- 
ton, a US official said. 

John Taylor, US Treasury under the secretary 
for international affairs, called the Chinese partic- 
ipation “historic.” 

He said China’s participation in those meetings 
is a “natural occurrence,” as China is becoming 
an increasingly important component of the global 
economy, which he characterized as “in a remark- 
ably good situation right now.” 

Officials from the United States and other major 
industrialized countries have recently expressed a 
desire to include China at the G7 gatherings. 

The regularly scheduled G7 meetings of finance 
ministers and central bankers provide a forum for 
discussing policy cooperation and also play a cru- 
cial role in shaping foreign-exchange levels. 

Russia, which has been invited to G7 discus- 
sions since the country’s 1998 debt crisis, will not 
attend the G7 dinner with Chinese officials in 
October, Taylor noted. 

US Fed Raises interest Rates to 
1 . 75 % 

London, September 22, (FT.com) - The Federal 
Reserve has again raised its interest rates by 25 
basis points, bringing the Fed funds rate to 1.75 
percent. 

The Fed has now raised rates in each of its last 
three meetings. 

The move was widely expected and most econo- 
mists believe that rates will reach 2 percent by the 
end of the year. 

But the economic impact of Fed tightening has 
been partly offset in recent months by a fall in 
long-term interest rates. Since June, the yield on 
the 10-year bond has fallen from 4.87 to 4.08 per- 
cent, reflecting market concerns about the strength 
of the economy. 

“It has been very unusual for bonds to rally at 
the start of a Fed-rate tightening cycle,” said Ger- 
rard MacDonell, a bond economist at JP Morgan 
Fleming Asset Management. “We usually only see 
it when the market sniffs the end of a rate cycle.” 

Microsoft Opens Office to 
Governments 

California, September 20, (Newsfactor) - Microsoft 
is opening the door to its Office suite, offering govern- 
ments a closer look inside key applications. 

This expansion of the software giant’s Gov- 
ernment Security Program (GSP) addresses secu- 
rity and compatibility concerns by granting access 
to some Office 2003 source code. It adds to the 
existing GSP Windows source offering and the 
availability of Office 2003 XML reference schemes 
announced last year. 

The Government Shared Source License for 
Office gives qualifying national governments and 
international organizations access to code and 
technical details about Office 2003. 

Participating governments and organizations 
can review the source code for Word, Excel, Power- 
Point and Outlook applications, along with shared 
applications, such as draw and search. 

Participants also may visit Microsoft’s devel- 
opment facilities in Redmond, Washington, and 
review various aspects of Windows and Office 
source-code development. 

To date, some 34 countries, including Austra- 
lia, China, Norway, Russia, Spain and the United 
Kingdom, have signed GSP agreements. Govern- 
ment agencies from more than 60 countries are 
eligible for participation. 

Greece: Public Deficit Figures 
from 2000-2002 
Underestimated 

Athens, September 22 (AFP) - The Greek 
government acknowledged that the country’s 
annual public deficit estimates from 2000 to 2002 
had been sharply underestimated, a revelation 
described by the European Central Bank head as 
“an enormous problem”. 

Economy Minister George Alogoskufis told par- 
liament that the shortfall came to 4.1 percent 
of output in 2000 rather than the 2 percent 
announced at the time. 

While the deficits in 2001 and 2002 were put at 
1.4 percent in the two years, they, in fact, had come 
to 3.7 percent, he added. 

The revised figures are well in excess of the 
3-percent public-deficit ceiling imposed on euro- 
zone members. 

The figures were revised upwards following 
an audit of public finances ordered by the con- 
servative government after it replaced a Social- 
ist administration last March, the minister told 
parliament. 

But government spokesman Theodore Russopu- 
los stressed that the change would not call into 
question Greece’s adhesion to the eurozone in 
2001. Eurozone candidates are obliged to show 
that they have reined in public spending before 
they can qualify for membership. 

“We took over a difficult economic situation and 
we will succeed” in turning it around, he told a 
press conference. 

Earlier Wednesday, European Central Bank 
President Jean-Claude Trichet described the revi- 
sion to the Greek deficit as “an enormous problem.” 
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Police Save Students 
lost on Great Wall 


By Wu Chen 

A fter an exhaustive 21-hour 
search, a make-shift rescue 
team found eight Peking 
University students, including 
three from Hong Kong, early Mon- 
day morning after they were lost 
overnight on the Jiankou section of 
the Great Wall. 

Many local people from nearby 
Tianxianyu village took part in the 
rescue operation. 

“We want to thank our rescuers. 
They worked so hard!” a Miss Zhang, 
one of the eight students, was quoted 
as saying by the Beijing Star Daily 
on Sunday. 

The eight students ascended the 
treacherous section of the wall for a 


weekend outing. After a long trudge 
to the peak, they decided to head 
home, but took a wrong turn. They 
struggled to find their way back as 
the sun began to set and by the time 
night had fallen, they were complete- 
ly lost. 

None of the students was carry- 
ing a flashlight, so they decided to 
stop walking and call the police. 

Because they were not able to 
give the police their exact location, 
officers were forced to ask local vil- 
lagers to act as guides. Even then, 
police took a wrong turn them- 
selves and searched in vain for 
three hours. 

“We saw no other way but to set 
off firecrackers so the students would 


hear them and shout,” Wang Lihu, 
a policeman from the Bohai station 
under the Huairou Public Security 
Substation told Beijing Star Daily. 

Once the police had a rough idea 
of the students’ location, they shout- 
ed for them to stay where they were 
and wait. The direct route before the 
search team was too dangerous to try 
in the dark, however, forcing them to 
climb down a second time. 

They managed to rescue the stu- 
dents on their third ascent, done 
shortly after daybreak on Monday 
morning. 

Police from the Huairou Public 
Security Substation told the Mirror 
newspaper later that day that the Ji- 
ankou section of the Great Wall had 



The eight students were found and 
rescued early Monday morning. 


not been developed or opened to tour- 
ism and climbing on such sections of 
the wall violated related regulations. 

Authorities also recommended 
that visitors to wilder sections of the 
Great Wall should hire local guides, 
pick safe routes and carefully moni- 
tor the time to make sure they have 
enough light to safely get down. 
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Echoes of 
the Past 


By Dong Nan 

After two years of re- 
pairs, the Shenyueshu, 
or Department of Sa- 
cred Music, regarded as 
the country’s top music 
school in ancient times, 
reopened to tourists in- 
side the grounds of the 
Temple of Heaven this 
Monday. On display in 
the refurbished struc- 
ture is a fascinating 
range of ancient mu- 
sical instruments that 
have disappeared from 
modern music, includ- 
ing the y u and zhu , both 


percussion instruments, 
and the yue , a short 
flute. 

At the reopening 
ceremony, 50 specially 
garbed musicians, some 
wielding priceless an- 
cient instruments, per- 
formed the Taipingling, 
the Song for Peace, a 
work played at imperial 
ceremonies and sacrific- 
es for over 1,000 years. 

Similar performanc- 
es of ancient music will 
be occasionally held at 
the renovated depart- 
ment for tourists. 


Paper Reveals 
Local Baby 
Trade 

By Dong Nan 

Black market sales of babies, long a prob- 
lem in rural parts of China, has reared its 
ugly head in Beijing, Beijing Youth Daily 
said Tuesday. 

The day before, a woman surnamed Yu 
called the newspaper to report she had 
seen women selling pirated DVD movies 
asking whether passersby wanted to buy 
babies outside a bus station on Yuquan Lu 
in Haidian District. 

A newspaper reporter visited the site 
Tuesday and saw some women hawking pi- 
rated disks, but did not hear them mention 
babies until a middle-aged man walked by. 
At that point, one of the women asked the 
man whether he wanted to adopt a baby, 
but he walked past without responding. 

The reporter then approached the wom- 
en and claimed he was interested in the 
baby. She showed him a picture of an in- 
fant boy and quoted a price of 20,000 yuan 
for the child. When the reporter asked to 
see the child in the flesh, the woman said 
once he brought the 20,000 yuan, he could 
inspect the baby and walk away with him 
the same day if satisfied. 

The baby dealer said the child belonged 
to an unmarried relative and the money 
was intended to cover the costs of feeding 
the infant. But when the reporter said he 
preferred a girl, the woman asked him to 
come back a few days later because she did 
not have any girl babies at hand. 

When the reporter asked how many ba- 
bies she had sold, the woman became agi- 
tated and fled the scene. 

The Yuquan Police Station told Beijing 
Today on Thursday that the police would 
investigate the matter. 



An interested customer (crouching) talks to the DVD 
and baby dealer ( right). Photo by Wang Xiaoxi 



Four Years and Counting... 
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By Zhou Ying 

A giant clock was erected on Tian’anmen 
Square Tuesday afternoon and started to tick 
away the days, hours and minutes until the 
lighting of the torch for the eagerly anticipated 
2008 Olympic Games in Beijing. 

On hand for the official kick off of the count- 
down at 6 pm were Liu Jingmin, executive 
vice-president of the Beijing Organizing Com- 
mittee for the Games of the XXIX Olympiad 
(BOCOG), Athens gold medalist Wang Yifu, 
Beijing resident Li Changxin, middle school 
student Wang Yu and Stephen Urquhart, pres- 
ident of the watchmaker Omega. 

BOCOG vice president Jiang Xiaoyu said at 
the ceremony that the countdown clock was a 
new landmark in the city and one that symbol- 
ized the concept of a “people’s Olympics”. 

“The clock will witness the realization of 
China’s century-long Olympic dream and will 
become the impetus to the preparations for the 
Olympic Games,” he added. 

The 14-meter tall, 5.5-meter wide clock used 
the Global Timing System to guarantee its preci- 
sion, Beijing Youth Daily reported Wednesday. 

A similar countdown clock was turned on at 
the same time in Qingdao, Shandong Province, 
which will host the sailing events of the 2008 
Games. 


Camie Folk Stranded 
in Chengdu 


by Wu Chen 

China has proven a fi- 
nancial house of horrors 
for the organizers and 
staff of two international 
traveling carnivals this 
year. 

Despite a heavy ad- 
vertising blitz, the World 
Carnival held in Beijing 
over the summer ended 
up losing millions of 
yuan. More recently, the 
Chengdu Carnival in the 
capital of Sichuan Prov- 
ince also failed to earn 
profits and has left 40 
foreign ride operators 
stranded in the city with- 
out food, money, shelter 
or the means to return 
to their home countries. 

“The main problem 
now is that without the 
permission of Beijing 
Transworld Festival Corp 
we cannot go out of 
Chengdu,” Peter, a Ger- 
man employee of the 
Chengdu Carnival, told 
Beijing Today by tele- 
phone on Monday. 

The Chengdu Carnival 
not only ran in the red as 
far fewer people than ex- 
pected paid to play this 
summer, but also was sad- 
dled with lawsuits filed by 


angry domestic partners 
and advertising agents af- 
ter the carnival proved 
unable to pay its debts. 

It was organized by 
Beijing Transworld Festi- 
val Corp with additional 
investment from Chengdu 
Carnival Festival Invest- 
ment Corp. 

The stranded vendors, 
who hail from Germany, 
France, the Netherlands 
and other countries and 
had signed contracts with 
Beijing Trans world Festi- 
val Corp, have been left 
with so little money that 
they cannot afford to ship 
their ride equipment to 
other venues or to pay for 
travel back home. 

“A Guangzhou compa- 
ny wants us to go there, 
but we cannot,” Peter said. 
“I don’t know what to do 
and how to solve this.” 

He said the Chengdu 
government had deferred 
their visas as previously 
promised and provided 
him and the other strand- 
ed carnival operators with 
welcome supplies of food. 

“But that does not 
solve the main problem. 
We need money to go 
back.” 



Peter, a German carnival ride operator, is hoping to take his 
show to Guangzhou to earn some badly needed money. 


Four Old Summer Palace 
Spots Renovated 


By Chu Meng 

Restoration of four historic sections of the Yu- 
anmingyuan, or Old Summer Palace, was com- 
pleted last Friday, but they will not be opened to 
the public for the time being, the site’s adminis- 
trative office announced. 

The Yuanmingyuan, formerly known as “the 
garden of all Chinese gardens”, was built over a 
period of 150 years starting in 1709 and featured 
gardens and structures built in traditional Chi- 
nese and Western style. It was razed by Anglo- 
French forces in 1860, and again in 1900 by the 
Eight Allied Forces. 

The four renovated sites, the Shangxiatian- 
guan, Xinghuachunguan, Tantandangdang and 
Wanfang’anhe, were restored to their appearance 
after the palace was sacked, not to their original 
state. 

They stand in the relatively remote northwest- 
ern section of the grounds and had been illegally 
occupied by businesses and residential houses. In 
September last year, their renovation and protec- 
tion was listed as a key project by the adminis- 
trators of the Yuanmingyuan and work to remove 
illegal buildings, clear garbage and otherwise re- 
store the areas to their past splendor began. 

“We are not preparing to show them to the 
public because the construction of tourism facili- 
ties such as additional paths and bridges would 
inevitably harm the sites,” relic protection expert 
Wang Shiren, hired as a special consultant for the 
Yuanmingyuan project, told the Beijing News last 
Friday. “Moreover, our renovations are pretty ex- 
perimental, we’re not sure if what we’ve done is 
the best way to protect these places.” 

locked OutP Call the Cops 


By Dong Nan 

Beijing residents that forget their keys or are 
otherwise locked out of the their homes can dial 
the police emergency number 110, or the special 
hotline 1600110, and police officers will bring pro- 
fessional locksmiths to the scene starting this 
week. 

On Monday, the Beijing Municipal Public Se- 
curity Bureau and Beijing Municipal Bureau of 
Commerce published regulations regarding the 
locksmith trade that named 18 locksmiths firms 
now considered official police partners. 

The regulations require staff of the 18 compa- 
nies to hold Beijing Lock Opening Service Cards, 
certifications granted by the Beijing Repairing 
Trade Association and the Beijing Public Security 
Bureau, and only open doors with police supervi- 
sion. 

These professional locksmiths must also have 
clean criminal records and their fingerprints 
should be registered with the Beijing Repairing 
Trade Association. 

The move was intended to normalize the lock- 
smith trade and prevent skilled lock breakers 
from abusing their abilities to break into and bur- 
gle private homes and businesses, Wang Xiaob- 
ing, an official from the Beijing Municipal Public 
Security Bureau, said at a press conference on 
Monday. 

Shot Kidnapper Survives 
lor Day In Court 


By Chen Si 

A kidnapper shot in the head by police in late 
August was able to walk again on September 17 
after a month in the hospital, Beijing Youth Daily 
reported two days later. Once he is truly on his 
feet, his likely destination is jail, as he will face 
prosecution by authorities in Shijiazhuang, Hebei 
Province. 

As Beijing Today reported on August 20, Zhang 
Kailin entered a classroom in the Shijiazhuang 
Women and Children Activities Center on August 
17 and held two children at knife-point. After ne- 
gotiations with police broke down, an officer shot 
Zhang through an open window. 

Zhang was believed dead after the incident, 
but awoke three hours later on the way to the 
local funeral home and was rushed to the Third 
Hospital of Hebei. 

Four police were still standing guard around 
Zhang as he laid in his hospital bed, the bandage 
around his head removed, the Beijing Youth Daily 
report said. 

The hospital announced on September 19 that 
the bullet fired from the policeman’s gun had 
passed through a part of Zhang’s brain not con- 
sidered vital to life functions. After four weeks of 
providing him medical care and food, the hospital 
had racked up costs of 40,000 yuan, it said. 

“Zhang will bear liability in the case if he or his 
relatives do not file a case of their own around the 
shooting,” Li Huichen, a lawyer from the Hengji- 
axin Law Office told Beijing Youth Daily. 

“There are strict tenets in the law regarding 
when policemen can shoot suspects. In this case, 
Zhang was very agitated at the time and could 
have done anything, endangering the lives of the 
hostages. So, the policeman had the legal right to 
shoot, meaning there is little chance for Zhang to 
win a case for compensation.” 

The procuratorate office of Shijiazhuang has 
announced that police were still looking into the 
case. “Judging from the present situation, there 
is little doubt that Zhang will be prosecuted,” the 
procuratorate said in a statement. 
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Is China a Foreigner’s Architectural PlaygroundP 





The controversial “Eggshell” National Grand Theater designed by Paul Andreu is now under construction. 
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By Zhou Ying 

M ore than two million 
people from around the 
world will converge in 
Beijing September 20 to October 
6 for the First Architectural Bien- 
nale of Asia, which will showcase 
contemporary architecture from 
the world’s most active country 
in the field. 

The opening ceremony will 
feature two of the world’s top de- 
signers, Paul Andreu (Sweden) 
and Pierre de Meuron (France), 
whose recent designs - the “Egg- 
shell” National Grand Theater 
and “Bird’s Nest” National Stadi- 
um respectively - have aroused 
heated debate among the public 
and local architects. 

In recent years, almost all of 
the big projects in Beijing were 
designed by foreign architects: 
The new China Central Televi- 
sion (CCTV) building, with an 
investment of nearly $800 mil- 
lion, was designed by the trendy 
Dutch architect Rem Koolhaas; 
English designer Norman. Fos- 
ter won the bid for the new 
terminal at Beijing Capital Air- 
port, with a price tag of $2 
billion; and the much-talked- 
about National Theater proj- 
ect, valued at $600 million, was 
snapped up by French designer 
Paul Andreu. 

From colossal national proj- 
ects to Olympic venues, five-star 
hotels to high-grade business 
buildings, large enterprise head- 
quarters to common residential 
areas, it seems foreign architects 
have taken over. 

In early March, in a report 
entitled “An Architectural Rev- 
olution in Beijing ” the British 
Broadcasting Corporation de- 


scribed pre-Olympics Beijing as a 
city blindly pursuing the world’s 
top designers to shed its image 
as a “follower” and flaunt its mo- 
dernity to the world. 

Heated discussion among do- 
mestic architects has ensued 
surrounding the nature of the 
new designs: Should China sim- 
ply copy western nations or re- 
flect its own, unique past? Some 
critics have even suggested that 
Beijing has been reduced to 
a mere experimental zone for 
world designers. For example, 
the new design for China’s Na- 


tional Grand Theater clashes 
with its official surroundings, 
they charge. 

Here’s what the experts have 
to say: 

Paul Andreu, designer of Chi- 
na’s National Grand Theater 

Firstly, I have to declare that 
it is not the majority of people 
in China who oppose my design. 
Some criticize that the theater 
is quite weird and would clash 
with the style and characteris- 
tics of Chinese architecture. 

Whenever people raise the 
question to me, I ask them 


what is the style of Chinese 
architecture. Till now, no an- 
swer can satisfy me. Therefore, 
I think we cannot estimate 
modern architecture with tra- 
ditional concepts. 

I really oppose the concept 
that Beijing has become an ex- 
perimental area for world design- 
ers. Among the famous foreign 
architectural-design companies 
in the world, there are not so 
many that have come to develop 
the Chinese market. Moreover, 
the existing “bizarre style” is not 
that strange in my eyes. 


Simon Wei, Chinese student 
at Newcastle University, depart- 
ment of landscape design, UK 

There are underlining prob- 
lems underneath those luxuri- 
ous appearances. First of all, 
the construction boom results 
in skyrocketing costs of ma- 
terials. For instance, Jacques 
Herzog and Pierre de Meuron’s 
“Bird’s Nest” Olympics Stadium 
for 2008 will roughly use 40,000 
tons of steel. This will be par- 
ticularly affected by the price 
rise because the price of steel 
has doubled in China recently. 
As a consequence, the Olympic 
Stadium has to be redesigned to 
“make it more efficient”. 

Another remarkable phenom- 
enon is that the booming con- 
struction is jumping forward too 
much. If one project is built be- 
cause of want and necessity it 
would be fine, but the bad news 
in China is that there are exces- 
sive buildings being erected be- 
yond what is needed. 

Finally, there is a trend among 
developers or architects to make 
a project extraordinary, unique 
and different for the Olympics. 
All of them have formed a new 
atmosphere to test such brave 
dreams and develop them. Those 
ideas in other places may not be 
possible to realize. But I think 
this is the only piece of good news 
for Chinese people. 

Wang Mingxian, renowned 
architecture critic 

Everyone wishes these land- 
mark buildings were designed by 
Chinese architects. But, unfortu- 
nately, Chinese architects indeed 
are not in a position to do so. 
Then, what reason do we have to 
reject these great architects who 


So, You Want to Have a 2nd Child? 


By Chen Si 

H aving a second child has 
been a concern for many 
people in China. 

A recent investigation by the 
Shanghai Population and Fam- 
ily Planning Commission sug- 
gests that more local families 
welcome the new local policy of 
bearing a second child, accord- 
ing to The Beijing News Sep- 
tember 20. 

The new regulation on pop- 
ulation and family planning in 
Shanghai was put into oper- 
ation this April. Compared to 
the 1990 regulation, the new 
version omits the article about 
a mandatory four-year interval 
before having a second child, 
and applicants with a registered 
permanent address in the city 
(not just in the countryside) are 
now also eligible. In addition, 
the new policy is also open to re- 
married couples. 

Those applying to bear a 
second child should meet one 
of the following qualifications: 
Married couples are both single 
children; the couple’s first child 
is disabled; one party is dis- 
abled; one party has a regis- 
tered permanent address in the 
countryside and one party is a 
single child. 

Remarried couples will only 
be considered for a second child 
if: One party has no dependents 
from a previous marriage and 
the other party has just one or 
two children from a previous 
marriage; if both parties have 
no dependents from a previous 
marriage and are both single 
children; or if both parties have 
a child from a previous mar- 
riage where at least one of the 
two children is disabled. 

In China, family planning is 
a basic national policy that was 
proposed in the 1950s by re- 
nowned demographer Ma Yin- 
chu. But during the Cultural 
Revolution, former chairman 
Mao Zedong renounced Ma’s 
policy with the theory of power 
in numbers, calling on the na- 
tion to bear more children. 

During the 1980 reforms, 
family planning made a come- 
back and families were instruct- 
ed to have just one child. Since 
2001, the one-child policy has 
been modified so that couples 


where both parties were single 
children could have a second 
child. Even so, Shanghai’s pop- 
ulation has experienced a neg- 
ative growth for 10 consecutive 
years since 1993, with the prob- 
lem of an aging population tak- 
ing its toll. 

Is the new policy a good idea? 
Will it produce any negative ef- 
fects? Let’s see what the public 
is saying: 

Gui Shixun, president, Shang- 
hai Demographic Society 

It is good progress. The new 
regulation can take effect on 
controlling the population and 
the trend of aging. It shows 
the resolution of promoting a 
more active child-bearing policy 
in Shanghai. 

The new policy has removed 
the four-year interval of bearing a 
second child and gives more peo- 
ple priority to have a second child, 
including those who are disabled 
and have a registered permanent 
address in the countryside. All 
this shows humanism. 

Liu Dezhong, editor, People’s 
Daily website 

Now, the child-bearing rate in 
China has reached the same as 
that of developed countries. In a 
population report in China by the 
National Population and Family 
Planning Commission this year, 
the birthrate and natural rate of 
growth are declining every year 
in China. However, as the popu- 
lation base is large, the popula- 
tion is still increasing. 

Many people have not com- 
pletely changed the idea of bear- 
ing children, and the low birth 
level is not stable either. In this 
case, do you think it is appropri- 
ate to relax the control on the 
population increase? Can’t this 
increase the pressures on em- 
ployment and social security? 
Duan Chengrong, professor, 
Demographic Institute, 

Renmin University, Beijing 

The country once demanded 
each family have one child to 
control the increasing popula- 
tion. But, in fact, most families 
would like to have two children 
or even more, so they have to 
make sacrifices. However, not all 
families have the same ability to 
bear these sacrifices. To protect 
such brittle families, the Shang- 
hai government has relaxed the 


family-planning policy. 

This new regulation still has 
strict demands on having a sec- 
ond child, and not many people 
can meet the demands. So, it 
will not increase the population 
much, and will not increase so- 
cial pressures either. 

Li Xi, postgraduate, Beijing 
University 

I don’t think the standard of 
having a second child is fair. Why 
should we give priority to fam- 
ilies in the countryside? They 
can’t get a good education, and 
having more children means suf- 
fering more pains. On the con- 
trary, people in the city should 
be given the right to bear more 
children, no matter whether they 
are single children or not. Their 
genes are good and they have 
better living conditions. Society 
is progressing; we cannot place 
the hope for the future on ‘seeds’ 
that are not outstanding. 

Gong Wen, joint venture 
employee, Beijing 

I got married last week and 
my husband and I are both sin- 
gle children. The Beijing govern- 
ment allows couples that are both 
single children to have a second 
child, and I would like to do so. 


Two children are better than one 
as it can avoid some problems. 
As the middle ages get older, the 
pressure of supporting them will 
be reduced. Having two children 
is also beneficial to their growth. 
Of course, if you want to have two 
children you should have the abil- 
ity to foster them first, including 
a sense of responsibility and an 
economic base. 

Gao Ji, engineer, China Acad- 
emy of Building Research, 
Beijing 

It seems that Shanghai has 
become a “special region for 
child bearing,” but we know 
the right of bearing is equal. 
Must the aging problem of a city 
be alleviated by relaxing the lo- 
cal child-bearing policy? Japan 
plans to introduce immigrants 
to alleviate the aging problem. 
What about Shanghai and other 
similar cities? Why can’t they in- 
troduce outside persons to solve 
the same problem? 

Zhou Haiwang, vice president, 
Demographic Institute of the 
Shanghai Academy of Social 
Sciences 

Some people think Shanghai 
can’t have the privilege of re- 
laxing the family-planning pol- 


icy. But, actually, other areas 
have also made relevant modifi- 
cations to family-planning reg- 
ulations, such as Jilin Province 
several years ago. 

Our country has a general 
family-planning policy to steady 
a low fertility rate to control the 
increase of population, and dif- 
ferent regions have the right to 
make their own regulations on 
population according to differ- 
ent situations. There is no abso- 
lute fairness, or else we can do 
nothing on population in such a 
big country. 

The Shanghai Population 
and Family Planning Commis- 
sion has disclosed this Septem- 
ber that Shanghai was the first 
city to have the most charac- 
teristics of aging in China and 
would become a “grey-haired 
city”. People above 60 years of 
age count for 19 percent of the 
Shanghai population. So, the 
release of the new policy is 
necessary. Whether other cities 
should also relax their popula- 
tion policy depends on their de- 
velopment in the future. 

The Chinese government 
once pronounced the country 
would not relax its policy on 
bearing a second child before 
2010. 1 suggest the country may 
try to make this policy more 
flexible sometime between 2010 
and 2020. 


Provisions on bearing a second child in 
“Regulations on the Population and Family Planning in Shanghai” 


Requirements for married couples applying 
to bear a second child: 

1. Both parties are single children. 

2. The first child is evaluated by an autho- 
rized organization as having a non-hereditary 
deformity and cannot be integrated into the 
workforce. 

3. One party is evaluated by an authorized 
organization as having a non-hereditary defor- 
mity and cannot take care of himself/herself. 

4. One party meets the condition of “wound- 
ed” or “disabled” soldier in the second-class 
Grade B or above. 

5. One party is a fisherman who has and con- 
tinues to go out to sea for five consecutive years. 

6. One party has a registered permanent 
address in the countryside and one party is a 
single child. 

7. The wife is an agricultural registered per- 
manent resident in the city; she does not have 
a brother; her sister only has one child; and her 
husband supports her parents. 

8. Couples without children from previous 
marriages that are being diagnosed by an above- 


second-class hospital in the city after marriage 
with proof of infertility and pregnancy after le- 
gal adoption, can apply to bear a second child. 

Requirements for remarried couples apply- 
ing to bear a second child: 

1. One party does not have any children 
from a previous marriage; the other party had 
a maximum two children before marriage. 

2. Each party does not have any children 
from a previous marriage; both parties are sin- 
gle children. 

3. Both parties have each had a child before 
marriage; one party is a single child and one is 
an agricultural registered permanent resident 
in the city. 

4. Both parties have each had a child before 
marriage, and one of the two children was eval- 
uated by an authorized organization as having 
a non-hereditary deformity and cannot be inte- 
grated into the workforce. 

5. Conditions for having a second child for 
other reasons are stipulated separately by the 
municipal government. 


have achieved immense prestige 
and success in other countries? 

After all, their previous ex- 
periments have been recognized 
by international architecture cir- 
cles. Among those architects who 
have come to Beijing, Koolhaas 
is the recipient of the Pritzker 
Architecture Prize for 2000 - 
the foremost authoritative prize 
in the field of architecture; Her- 
zog Schlumberger and de Meu- 
ron won the prize in 2001. 

They are master architects 
recognized worldwide. And their 
experiments in China offer more 
benefits than harm to the evolu- 
tion of Chinese architecture. 
Robert Booth, editorial writer, 
Building Design 

The thrill of working for mas- 
ters with apparently unlimited 
ambition and a disregard for 
scale that would sate the appe- 
tite of even the most egotistical 
architect, was too much to resist. 
The largest country on the plan- 
et appeared to be a blank canvas 
for architectural expression, and 
the importance of history was, 
indeed, mincemeat. 

Now, China’s leaders have cold 
feet, and the people should rejoice. 
OK, Koolhaas’s CCTV building and 
Herzog & de Meuron’s Olympic 
Stadium are clearly remarkable 
pieces of statement architecture; 
structures that break the mould. 
But these represent the tip of the 
iceberg, and across the country 
vast projects by international ar- 
chitects are springing up with only 
a fraction of the panache. The deci- 
sion to put CCTV and the Olympic 
Stadium on hold grabs the head- 
lines, but the wider self-imposed 
slowdown in China is much more 
important, and not just because it 
could stop the construction econo- 
my from overheating. 

The hiatus is a chance to re- 
appraise the right way to build in 
China. It seems wrong to make 
mincemeat of memory, and it is 
equally wrong to pander to the 
authorities’ disregard for urban- 
ism. British architects must do 
more for China than treat it as 
an architectural playground. 

Le Jialong, director, Beijing 
Central Engineering & 

Research Incorporation 

As an architect, I don’t think 
the designs of the CCTV build- 
ing and National Theater are 
strange. As science and technol- 
ogy develops, the designs will be 
more and more weird. I think we 
should try our best to make the 
public accept the new trend of 
architecture gradually. 

Frankly speaking, comparing 
domestic architects to foreign ones, 
we can find that we need to do 
more to catch up to them. How- 
ever, some refuse to face this fact. 
If we close the door to the outside 
world, I am afraid that it will 
hamper overall development. 

Historically, many famous 
buildings have confronted re- 
sistance initially. For example, 
many French people could not 
understand why American archi- 
tects should design the Louvre 
Museum. In time, the Louvre has 
become one of the most impor- 
tant symbols in France. 

Therefore, I think architec- 
ture is not a topic that one can 
discuss for one or two years. It 
needs a long discussion. Maybe 
when we see the buildings 30 
years later, everyone will admire 
the great designs of the three for- 
eign architects. 

Karsten Konnopka, project 
manager at building site in Ger- 
many 

Architecture will have some 
styles but is not related to a na- 
tion. The Olympic Games are the 
greatest public event, recognized 
all over the world. So, the whole 
world is also watching the archi- 
tecture of your highlights, like 
CCTV, National Stadium, etc. In 
this case, it would be a failure to 
think that foreign architecture is 
experimental. 

Who has built the stadia of the 
last Olympic Games in Greece? Of 
course, it was not a Greek! Be- 
cause the aim of such global proj- 
ects is to get professional support 
from the world’s best architects 
who could be foreigners, but they 
can also consider national require- 
ments concerning national (Chi- 
nese) architecture. 
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Forty -four percent of survey respondents said they felt uncomfortable in their work environment. 

Survey: Got the Career Blues? 


Why are people unhappy with their jobs? 

Statements 

Percentage of 
respondents 
who agree 

My salary is too low 

52.1% 

I’m not happy with my boss 

52.0% 

My career is hopeless 

47.5% 

1 am not satisfied with the work environment 

40.4% 

1 don’t like my job at all 

34.2% 

My workload is unreasonable 

33.6% 

My work seriously disrupts my life 

26.3% 

Management systems in my enterprise are unreasonable 

21.9% 

I’m not clear on my responsibilities at work 

19.6% 

I’m not happy with my workmates 

16.4% 

My family does not approve of my job 

11.6% 

1 am not able to fulfill my duties 

11.5% 


By Dong Nan 

A s we all know, work takes 
up most of one’s whole 
life, and most people be- 
lieve that one’s career determines 
quality of life and even one’s fu- 
ture. But is everyone satisfied 
with their job? 

According to a recent survey by 
China Human Resources Devel- 
opment Net (wwwchinahrd.net), 
most Chinese are not so optimis- 
tic. Generally, one out of every 10 
people in urban China is very un- 
happy with his or her job. 

No satisfaction 

Co-conducted by such media 
as China Human Resources De- 
velopment Net, Computer World 
Web and Businessmen magazine, 
the survey, which involved 5,350 
urban employees, evaluated re- 
spondents’ feelings towards their 
jobs. The participants’ responses 
were recorded using a five-point 
scale system where 5 indicated 
complete satisfaction and 0 no 
satisfaction at all with their line 
of work. The average job satis- 
faction rate was a mediocre 2.6. 

Almost one-third of the re- 
spondents said they were very 
unhappy with their jobs while 
less than one-tenth said they 
were satisfied. Nine percent 
rated their job satisfaction lev- 


el between 0-1, 20% between 
1-2, 37% between 2-3, 24% be- 
tween 3-4, and only 10% chose 
4-5. 

While many respondents 
agreed with the following state- 
ments - “My job makes me an- 
gry,” “My job makes me tired,” “My 
job makes me feel lost,” “My job 
makes me feel threatened” and 
“My job makes me bored,” few 
chose “My work makes me feel 
free,” “My work makes me excited” 
and “My work makes me proud.” 

According to the survey, men, 
who scored an average 2.5 points 
on the job satisfaction scale, 
proved less content with their 
work than women, who averaged 
2.8. A survey report released by 
China Human Resources Devel- 
opment Net concluded that this 
could be attributed to the fact 
that men faced more pressures 
than women in today’s society. 

The survey also suggested 
that the more educated the in- 
dividual, the happier he or she 
would be in their chosen profes- 
sion. People with a post-graduate 
degree, for example, were most 
pleased with their jobs with a 
score of 2.8, while respondents 
with a middle school education 
averaged 2.5 or less. 

Specifically, officials and gov- 
ernment workers were happiest 
with their jobs, the survey re- 


vealed. The work satisfaction rate 
for government employees was 2.7 
- the highest score - followed by 
private corporation workers (2.64) 
and foreign corporations (2.63). 
Staff at State-owned enterprises 
was the unhappiest group of work- 
ers at 2.4. 

Enterprise managers (2.9), 
human resources and training 
managers (2.8), medical and 
health-care workers (2.73), trans- 
lators and tour guides (2.73), and 
officials (2.72) were among the 
top five in terms of a high sat- 
isfaction rate, while product re- 
searchers (2.44), teachers (2.43), 
client-service and technical-sup- 
port specialists (2.35), service per- 
sonnel (2.31), and transportation, 
storage and logistics workers 
(2.22) were among the unhappi- 
est groups. 

The culprit 

So, why are people so unhap- 
py with their jobs? The survey 
tried to pinpoint an answer from 
various perspectives. 

About one-third of the respon- 
dents believed their workload was 
too big, while 44% thought it 
was reasonable. More than 25% 
complained that the nature of 
their jobs seriously disturbed their 
lives, while 50% said it did not. 
And more than one-tenth said 
their families did not approve of 
their jobs. 


Qiuqiu who declined to give 
her first name, said she sac- 
rificed her youth, freedom and 
health to work as a program di- 
rector at a television station. “I 
am 29 years old but many who 
meet me for the first time think 
that I am 39,” she complained. 
“Once, to prepare a temporary 
TV evening show, I slept three 
hours a day for one week,” Quiq- 
iu told Beijing Today , adding, 
“After that I lost three kilograms 
drastically. 

“I really feel too tired and 
want to quit, but the salary 
is too seductive. Now, my only 


hope is to save a large amount 
of money and then retire to 
study abroad or do something 
else with the money.” 

Twenty-seven-year-old “Jean,” 
who works as an accountant at a 
renowned international account- 
ing company, says her parents 
are always hassling her about 
finding a boyfriend. “But I really 
don’t have time to do so. Some- 
times I envy my old classmates 
who already have their own fam- 
ilies and even children. But what 
to do?” she asks. “My job takes 
up all my spare time.” 

When asked, “Are your clear 


about your responsibilities at 
work?” 56.7% of the respon- 
dents answered “yes,” while 
19.6% said “no”; 23.7% were 
undecided. 

“In my position, there are 
three people. And our respon- 
sibilities are never quite clear,” 
said June Wu, who works as an 
executive in a public communica- 
tions corporation. “Basically, our 
duties are alike, but there are 
no specific details about that. We 
have to decide how to divide 
the work ourselves.” Although 
Wu says no one ever publicly 
vents their frustrations, she be- 
lieves everyone is often unhappy 
because responsibilities are un- 
evenly distributed. 

More than one in six par- 
ticipants expressed resentment 
towards their colleagues and 
over 50% showed strong dissat- 
isfaction towards their bosses; 
21% said their leaders were 
tolerable. 

One tenacious office assistant 
surnamed Zhang said: “I hate my 
leader, an old woman. I want to 
beat her whenever I come into the 
office. Obviously, she is not quali- 
fied for her position. And her tem- 
per is awful; she never pays any 
attention to our feelings.” Zhang 
did admit, however, that the wom- 
an is good at one thing - flattering 
her boss, who, according to Zhang, 


likes and trusts her. 

Forty-four percent of the 
respondents said they felt 
uncomfortable in their work 
environment and working con- 
ditions. And more than 60% la- 
belled the whole management 
system as “unreasonable” and 
“unsatisfactory.” 

As to salary, 52% complained 
that their wages did not reflect 
the amount of work they con- 
tributed. 

Middle school teacher Yu Zhiy- 
ing, who earns just 2,000 yuan 
per month, said he doesn’t un- 
derstand why qualified teachers 
are paid so little for their great 
contribution to society. “Many of 
my old classmates at normal uni- 
versities quit their jobs as teach- 
ers because the salaries were too 
low,” he said, adding, “I truly un- 
derstand their choice - the sal- 
ary for teachers is too small.” 

Around 50% of the survey par- 
ticipants were pessimistic about 
their future careers and just one- 
fifth expressed hope; the remain- 
der were uncertain. 

And in all, only 37% said they 
“loved” their job, while 34% said 
they “hated” it; the rest could 
not say. 

Is there hope? 

Based on the survey results, 
Zhang Jianguo, CEO of 
ChinaHR.com believes that apart 
from reasonable payment and 
possibility of promotion, it is very 
important for employers to pro- 
vide training to employees. 

“Most employees would feel 
depressed if they think they have 
not improved at all in a posi- 
tion; they would think that the 
enterprises seek to exploit them 
without paying attention to their 
self-development. If enterprises 
provide training, on one hand, 
employees’ abilities would im- 
prove, on the other hand, they 
would feel that the enterprises 
truly take care of them and feel 
much better. 

Wang Lei, a human resources 
assistant at Panasonic China said: 
“According to my experiences, un- 
comfortable relationships among 
colleagues are easy to make one 
feel unhappy. Panasonic always 
pays attention to foster good rela- 
tionships among employees. For 
example, every day, every depart- 
ment organizes employees for a 
brief talk where the content var- 
ies from TV programs to love af- 
fairs to help employees feel easy 
and happy all day.” 

Xu Xiaoping, a renowned con- 
sultant on professional choices 
suggested that people, especially 
the young should be patient and 
practical: “If you always compare 
yourself to others blindly with- 
out knowing your own advantag- 
es and disadvantages and taking 
practical efforts, I’m sure you will 
be unhappy in your career.” 

Source: China Human Re- 
source Development Net and 
China Youth 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall] 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, ^ 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. ^ 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". f 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 } 

Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen ^ 

Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 


The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 

take hiK tin 811 nr Tp f\ an H apt nff at Rpflming Daxue Stop. 
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By Wu Chen 

'would like a baby very 
much. I wanted to give 
. birth to it,” pleaded 
29-year-old Ma Weihua to her 
lawyer on March 29 at the Lan- 
zhou Chengguan Detention Cen- 
ter in Northwest China’s Gansu 
Province. 

Ma was seven weeks pregnant 
when she was apprehended by 
the Anti-Drug Group of the Lan- 
zhou Chengguan Public Security 
Bureau for heroin possession (an 
offense punishable by death in 
China) as she arrived in Lanzhou 
from Urumqi, capital of North- 
west China’s Xinjiang, January 
25. 


But on February 18, Ma was 
given an abortion without her 
consent by a doctor who used a 
general anesthetic. 

According to the 49th item of 
the Criminal Code of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China, pregnant 


Forced Abortion Case Puts 
Criminal Code on Trial 


women are exempted from the 
death penalty. 

Caught in the act 

Ma was carrying 1.6 kilograms 
of heroin when she was stopped 
by police. According to South Chi- 
na Weekend News, a Guangzhou- 
based newspaper, Ma presented 
her reasons for carrying the her- 
oin to the anti-drug group. 

While working in Urumqi, Ma 
said she received a phone call 


from a friend, Sa Liha, whom met 
in Sinkiang, asking her to trans- 
port some drugs to Lanzhou, cap- 
ital of Gansu Province. Ma said 
she declined the request because 
it was too hard to buy a train 
ticket back to Lanzhou. Sa, how- 
ever, said he would call her after 
the Spring Festival. 

On January 24, Sa called back 
asking Ma to buy a ticket and 
leave that same day, promising 


her 5,000 yuan in compensation. 
Ma said she was instructed to 
fetch the “thing” in front of the 
No. 2 Hospital in Urumqi. 

A young man gave Ma a yel- 
low vest with heroin inside at 
the designated location. 

According to Ma, she called Sa 
who told her he was already in 
Lanzhou, adding that she should 
send the drugs directly to him 
upon her arrival. 


On January 25, when Ma ar- 
rived in Lanzhou and called Sa, 
he told her to meet him at the 
“petroleum edifice.” But when Ma 
arrived there by taxi, she was 
stopped by police as soon as she 
stepped out of the vehicle. The 
police then discovered the heroin 
and took Ma in for questioning. 

Weng Weihua, Ma’s lawyer, 
reported some inconsistencies 
surrounding the case to South 


Changes Sweep Over Former Drug Village 



Bird’s-eye view of former drug haven, Banlao village 



Village Party Secretary Li Deren introduces the Banlao story to CCTV. 


By Wang Fang 

L ast Sunday, China Central 
Television’s (CCTV) Eco- 
nomic Half an Hour featured 
a follow-up on China’s most 
notorious drug haven, Banlao 
village, tracing its prolonged 
struggle and eventual triumph 
over the drug trade. 

Poverty: Root of crime 

Banlao village is located in 
Yongde County, Lincang, in the 
southwest of Yunnan Province. 
It takes six hours on the bus 
and four hours on foot to get 
from the county town to Lao- 
zhai, where the village commit- 
tee is based. 

Li Deren, village Party sec- 
retary, first introduced Banlao 
to China CCTV: “Our village 
is neighboring Myanmar and it 
takes only one day to get to the 
other side of the border. In the 
past, villagers ran to Myanmar 
to earn a living since it was so 
poor here. They could not resist 
the temptation if their boss of- 
fered them about 300 yuan or 
at most 1,000 yuan to traffic 
drugs. However, this is at the 
cost of losing their lives if they 
are caught.” 

The village, which lies just 
40 kilometers from Kokang in 
Myanmar, was once an oasis 
town along the ancient Silk 
Road to Myanmar. However, at 
present, it is a remote place and 
people have all but forgotten 
about it. The region is no more 
flourishing today than it was 
in history. Before the liberation 
of China in 1949, villagers sold 
drugs for dealers to make a liv- 
ing, and this has been their tra- 
ditional occupation. 

“In the past, the villagers here 
have always trafficked drugs for 
foreign drug dealers as well 
as helped them sell drugs to 
Baoshan and some other inland 
places,” said Li Yunlong, commis- 
sar of the Yongde Police Bureau. 
“Almost every household in Ban- 
lao village was in the business of 
drug trafficking.” 

Li Yunlong revealed that his 
unit had apprehended 90 of the 
3,000 known traffickers from 
2000 to 2003. According to Li, 
poverty is the main reason why 
laws are broken. 

This typical, poverty-strick- 
en village’s mountainous ter- 
rain occupies 98 percent of its 
total arable land, and the aver- 
age staple food supply totalled 
just 1.3 kilograms in 2003. 

“In 2002, 60 percent of the 
people in the village could not 
get enough staple food, and 
they had not yet seen a car,” 
said Li Deren. 

Banlao village’s annual av- 
erage income reached just 300 
yuan in 2002. However, traffick- 
ing drugs can secure a few hun- 
dred more yuan — and for the 
hungry villagers, this offer is 
very tempting. 

Statistics show that in 1999, 
10 percent of the drugs in China 
came from Lincang and one-half 
of the drugs in Lincang came 
from Yongde County. Banlao vil- 
lagers made up 85 percent of all 
drug traffickers arrested by local 
police between 2000 and 2003. 
Developing the local economy 
It is a three-hour walk along 
the mountain roads to get to 


‘In the past, 
villagers ran to 
Myanmar to earn a 
living since it was 
so poor here. They 
could not resist the 
temptation if their 
boss offered them 
about 300 yuan or 
at most 1,000 yuan 
to traffic drugs. 
However, this is at 
the cost of losing 
their lives if they 
are caught.’ 

— Li Deren, 
village Party 
secretary. 


Benglongzhai, one of the 14 
natural villages attached to 
Banlao. 

“The government started to 
help us grow sugar canes last 
year and our income has in- 
creased twice as it was,” said 
Sha Kaixiang, a villager in Ben- 
glongzhai. “Now, the annual in- 
come for each household is about 
5,000 yuan.” 

Before 2003, Sha and his 
family grew corn in their 
0.13-hectare mountainous land 
with only 400 yuan in profits 
per hectare. But last year, the 
government helped them grow 
sugar canes and now their prof- 
its for every hectare are expect- 
ed to more than double. Sha 


told CCTV that besides sugar 
canes, the government has also 
helped his family raise cattle 
and pigs. 

The annual average income 
in Benglongzhai has jumped to 
600 yuan from 300 yuan in 2002. 
Before 2000, only the wealthy 
had enough maize to eat, but 
now most people in the village 
can buy rice. “The living stan- 
dard is much better now so no 
one wants to be involved in drug 
trafficking,” said Sha. 

Today, television receivers 
grace the roofs of some villag- 
ers’ homes in Benglongzhai and 
some buildings have even been 
equipped with a second story. 
Sha said that if he can sell his 
sugar canes at a good price this 
autumn, he will buy a television 
set to “improve his life.” 

In 2000, Yunnan Province 
listed Banlao as a key village 
in its fight against drugs. Joint 
teams from the Lincang gov- 
ernment, local police bureau 
and local poverty-alleviation 


commission have visited the 
village many times to help its 
people improve their way of 
life. Now, six natural villages 
have boosted their annual av- 
erage income from 300 to 600 
yuan by developing the local 
economy. In addition, many vil- 
lagers cooperate with police to 
help them ferret out drug deal- 
ers. Over the past five years, 
with help from the villagers, lo- 
cal police have caught six drug 
dealers and confiscated about 
100 kilograms of drugs. 

“The government encourages 
the villagers to utilize the local 
resources to grow sugar canes 
and tea to develop the econo- 
my,” said Zhang Zhongyi, vice- 
commissioner of the Lincang 
Administrative Office in an in- 
terview with CCTV. 

As to the surplus labour in 
Banlao village, Zhang said the 
government is organizing the 
people to work in other provinc- 
es, such as Shenzhen in South 
China’s Guangdong Province. 


The State has already exported 
200 of the 2,000 surplus work- 
ers in the village this year. 

A glimpse into China’s drug 
trade 

In 1999, the National Drug 
Control Commission and the 
Ministry of Public Security list- 
ed 13 counties as focal drug-traf- 
ficking regions. Kunming and 
Dali of Yunnan Province, and 
Guangzhou and Shenzhen of 
Guangdong Province, for exam- 
ple, were identified as distri- 
bution and turnover centers; 
Zhaojue and Panxian in Chi- 
na’s Southwest Sichuan and 
Guizhou provinces respectively, 
Tongxin in Northwest Ningxia 
Autonomous Region and Dongx- 
iang in Central Anhui Province 
were described as drug outflow 
regions; and three landways 
from Yunnan Province to Myan- 
mar’s border town of Muse, 
Kokang and Wa State, and sev- 
eral water routes from China’s 
Fujian Province in the east, 
Shenzhen, and the northeast- 
ern port city of Dalian to foreign 
countries, were also exposed as 
main drug- trafficking routes. 

According to the National 
Drug Control Commission, the 
anti-drug movement has been 
integrated to developing local 
economies and alleviating pov- 
erty to effect a permanent solu- 
tion. In the first half of 2004, 
eight counties were removed 
from the list after having tack- 
led the drug-trafficking problem 
in an efficient manner. 

The National Drug Control 
Commission concluded that im- 
proving a region’s social and 
economic situation is the most 
effective way to eliminating the 
root of drug trafficking. 

(Source: CCTV) 


China Weekend News. According 
to Weng, the police said they had 
monitored Sa’s phone calls to 
Ma, which is how they say they 
managed to crack the case. But 
Weng wondered how the police 
was able to identify Ma so quick- 
ly based on mere telephone con- 
versations with Sa. He also 
questioned why Sa was not ap- 
prehended? 

The police made no comments 
in response to Weng’s investi- 
gation. However, an anonymous 
source told South China Week- 
end News last Thursday that 
Sa had been transporting drugs 
for many years without being 
caught, while many of his accom- 
plices were arrested. 

Forced abortion 

Ma was sent to the Lanzhou 
Chengguan Detention Center af- 
ter the incident for 48 hours. 
During a routine examination, 
she was declared pregnant, and 
the center refused to hold a preg- 
nant offender in custody. 

On February 18, the anti-drug 
group took Ma to Kangtai Hospi- 
tal. The next day, a doctor gave 
Ma a general anesthetic and per- 
formed an abortion even though 
she had not signed a form au- 
thorizing the procedure. Accord- 
ing to the head of the Chengguan 
Anti-Drug Group, a general an- 
esthetic had to be administered 
because “the patient was unwill- 
ing to cooperate.” 

Generally, anesthetics are not 
required for aborting early preg- 
nancies, such as Ma’s. 

Li Junyi, head of the An- 
ti-Drug Group, who signed the 
abortion slip for the client, re- 
fused to comment. Zheng, section 
chief of the Propaganda Section 
of the Lanzhou Public Security 
Bureau told South China Week- 
end News that Lanzhou’s Public 
Security system had launched an 
investigation. 

However, after the forced abor- 
tion, police failed to submit an 
affidavit that said Ma was not 
aware of her pregnancy before 
being examined at the detention 
center, or the abortion slip per- 
mitting the procedure to take 
place to the procuratorate. 

When Weng complained that 
some vital evidence was missing, 
the procuratorate sent a team to 
check the files at Kangtai Hospi- 
tal and found the abortion slip. 

Weng argued that while car- 
rying 1.6 kilograms of heroin is 
punishable by death, since Ma 
was pregnant and aborted by 
force, she should not receive the 
death penalty. 

A civil servant at the Lan- 
zhou Public Security Bureau 
told South China Weekend News 
that some drug pushers take 
advantage of the regulation in 
the Criminal Code and get preg- 
nant on purpose to escape the 
death penalty, “It is possible 
that Ma Weihua also did that,” 
he charged. 

However, Chen Ruihua, a 
professor of criminal law at the 
School of Law at Peking Uni- 
versity, said that even if this 
was true, it could not justify 
the forced abortion. Chen also 
pointed out that public security 
departments should know that 
the laws are based on the prin- 
ciple of humanism and that fe- 
tuses are innocent; so, even if 
certain criminals may abuse the 
regulation, the 49th item must 
be honoured. 

First court hearing 

In the first court hearing on 
July 13, Weng defended Ma based 
on the following: First of all, 
Ma was apprehended before the 
drugs reached the hands of the 
traffickers, which, he says, is less 
harmful to society; secondly, Ma’s 
actions were instigated by anoth- 
er party, and it was her first time 
committing a crime. Besides, he 
added, Ma cooperated fully with 
the police. 

More importantly, Weng said 
that Ma was already pregnant 
when stopped by police. She was 
given an abortion without her 
consent and the 49th item of the 
Criminal Code must be applied. 

However, during the sentenc- 
ing process, Ma’s brother-in-law — 
a civil servant who works for 
the Lanzhou government, and 
who first told Weng about the 
forced abortion — is now unwill- 
ing to cooperate and refuses to ac- 
knowledge his relationship to Ma, 
according to South China Week- 
end News. 
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By Song Yin 

C atholic to Communist, 
from California to 
Beijing, David Quentin 
Dauthier, who calls himself “Du 
Dawei” in China, has chosen a 
different way of life. 

With soft, flaxen hair and 
blue-brown eyes, Dauthier is 
easy-going and kind. It is no 
wonder he has already been 
featured in various Chinese 
media five times. 

But what is it that makes 
this particular foreigner - a 
seemingly ordinary guy who 
works for a living - so special? 

More than 300 years ago, 
the Dauthier family emigrated 
from France to North America. 
Born into a family of devoted 
Catholics, as a child, Dauthier 
dreamed of becoming a priest. 
But things changed when he 
reached the age of 20. 

While studying philosophy as 
a freshman in college, Dauthier 
encountered Karl Marx and 
became completely engrossed 
in his thought. He read all 
50 pages of The Communist 
Manifesto in four hours. “As long 
as you understand it, you’ll find 
communism is really a great 
thing,” beamed Dauthier.” 
Eventually, Dauthier began 
to approach everything around 
him through Marx. “All I saw 
has proven Marx’s theory,” he 
attested. Finally, in 1995, 
Dauthier joined the Communist 
Party of America and stopped 
going to church. 

While Dauthier admits that 
communism in the United 
States is not fully embraced - 
“it means staying away from 
the church, houses and 
properties being confiscated and 
being impoverished together” - 
Dauthier is quick to add that he 
knows what he’s doing because 
“that’s belief.” 

Based on his outstanding 
educational background, 
Dauthier found a good “trouble- 
shooting” job at a holding 
company in California. Although 
he became very experienced in 
his job, at the same time, 
he found it boring. “It became 
easy for me to solve all kinds 
of problems, but, suddenly, I 
found I was just doing my job 
repeatedly,” he said. Dauthier 
stayed with the company from 
1992 to 1996; but, in 1999, he 
paid a visit to China, which 
ignited his desire to stay in 
the country. That year, Dauthier 
became a foreign teacher at 
a high school attached to the 
Beijing Normal University, and 
settled in Beijing. 

A communist is as a 
communist does 

Had Dauthier not come to 
China, he would have been a 
member of the American middle 
class, leading a wealthy and 
relatively easy life. “But I’d like 
to see how socialism was going 
in China, so I came here across 
the Pacific Ocean,” he said, 
adding: “I really feel at home in 
Beijing, and that has nothing to 
do with my political beliefs.” 
Dauthier finished reading 
the anthologies of former 
leaders Mao Zedong and Deng 
Xiaoping - even the Three 
Represents theory in his home 
in Beijing. “Although China 
has met various problems in 
its social progression,” says 
Dauthier on socialism with 
Chinese characteristics after his 
five-year stay in the Chinese 
capital, “the main direction is 
right, and China’s moving on in 
a proper way.” 

Four years ago, Dauthier 
came across a boy sitting beside 
a snow-lined street in Beijing. 
The boy, whose name was Xiao 
Jiu, was a high school student 
from a village in Southwest 
China’s Guizhou Province 
looking for money to help pay 
for his tuition. Back in his warm 
apartment, Dauthier could not 
help thinking about the boy. 

He finally treated Xiao Jiu to 
McDonald’s and brought him 
back to his home. Having 
confirmed that he was indeed 
a student, Dauthier decided 
to donate 1,500 yuan every 
semester towards Xiao Jiu’s 
studies. After Xiao Jiu’s 
graduation from high school, 
Dauthier went on to support 
his studies in a non-government- 
funded school in Beijing, shelling 
out more than 10,000 yuan per 



From Catholic to Communist, David Quentin Dauthier says living in Beijing has nothing to do with his political beliefs. 
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An American Commie 
in China 


Dauthier soaks up some 
inspirational literature. 



year for Xiao Jiu’s schooling and 
living expenses. Dauthier even 
held a birthday party for his 
“adopted son” in a restaurant 
and bought him a guitar since 
Xiao Jiu showed an interest in 
music. Dauthier says he cares 
about Xi Jiu’s needs and hopes 
he will be as healthy and happy 
as the other boys in Beijing. 

Besides Xiao Jiu, Dauthier 
also assisted an impoverished 
female student of Northeast 
China’s Shanxi Province, who 
was once supported by 
Dauthier’s friend. 

Unfortunately, since his friend’s 
family had encountered some 
economic problems, Dauthier 
carried on the torch. He 
consistently sent money to the 
girl - who didn’t even know 
Dauthier was her benefactor - 
for almost three years until she 
graduated from high school. 

“The task of Mao Zedong and 
Deng Xiaoping is to reconstruct 
society, and, you know, I am not 
able to do this. But what I can 
do is help people,” said Dauthier. 

“And this is my life 
philosophy: Seeking a balance 
between helping others and 
sacrificing myself. Each 
individual has the ability to 
offer help,” he added. 

Last year, Dauthier came 
across an article in Beijing 
Today about a peasant with 
AIDS (Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome) in Central 
China’s Henan Province who 


adopted dozens of AIDS 
orphans. The report really 
touched him, and Dauthier 
contacted the peasant at once 
offering 4,000 yuan every 
month. During that period, 
although Dauthier says his two 
jobs nearly drove him “insane,” 
he still managed to send the 
money on time. “Without my 
busy part time job, I could 
not make ends meet,” recalled 
Dauthier. “But that wouldn’t 
affect my volunteer work,” he 
added. “It wasn’t the orphans 
but the adamant peasant who 
actually caused me to do this.” 
Even with his hectic schedule, 
Dauthier continued to volunteer 
at a training class for 
handicapped people. 


Several months later, the 
orphans were taken over by the 
government and there was no 
need for Dauthier to remain 
involved, which made him 
somewhat sad: “If I helped 500 
people a day, it would take 5,000 
years for 900 million people to 
get out of poverty. So, you see, 
there are so many people who 
need our help. 

“The capitalism system in 
the U.S. has its problems,” 
continued Dauthier, “because 
what some people have is based 
on what others don’t have. The 
most important thing China has 
to solve currently is corruption 
and the gap between the rich 
and the poor. People always 
criticize the Communist Party 


of China for corruption, but, 
actually, it is bureaucracy that 
has developed corruption for 
thousands of years in China. 

As for the gap between the 
rich and the poor, that’s an 
inevitable period in the progress 
of development.” 

Dauthier agrees with China’s 
late leader Deng Xiaoping: 
“China’s trying to enter 
socialism directly from 
feudalism. ... I like socialism 
with Chinese characteristics.” 
The Beijing single life 

Dauthier rents an apartment 
near Dongzhimen in Beijing’s 
busy Chaoyang District. The 
simply decorated, clean and cozy 
apartment consists of one living 
room, two bedrooms, a kitchen, 
bathroom and storage room. He 
says he feels “easy” in his 
surroundings. 

As a seasoned Beijinger, 
Dauthier now speaks Chinese 
fluently and writes Chinese 
characters well. But he can 
still recall the communication 
difficulties he encountered when 
he first came to Beijing in 1999. 

“It was pretty hard. I have a 
friend who was a student at the 
Beijing Science and Technology 
University at that time. We both 
knew little about each other’s 
language. So, we just started 
communicating by pointing at 
certain words in an English- 
Chinese dictionary,” laughs 
Dauthier. “The communication 
really took time. Finally, I 
understood he wanted me to 
visit his home.” 

Delighted, Dauthier gave his 
friend the money for the train 
ticket. “He went to buy the 
cheapest ticket to save my 
money,” he added proudly. “But 
when I saw the train - my God - 
it looked like it was from 1949!” 
With no air-conditioning or 
seats, and with the windows 
sealed shut, Dauthier and his 
friend were forced to stand 
among the crowded passengers 
for 16 hours. “I understood that 
it would be a six-hour trip,” 
recalled Dauthier. “But when I 
was ready to get off, he grabbed 
my arm and I realized that he 
meant 16 hours instead of six.” 
Upon their arrival, they 
boarded a small bus and 
travelled for three or four more 
hours, and then walked 5 or 
6 miles to a little village near 
Russia. In any case, Dauthier 
says the experience was a happy 
one. “I had a fairly good time 
in the village for almost three 
months, and I decided to live in 
China right after that.” 

Now, Dauthier, 33, teaches 
English literature and 
composition at the Beijing Normal 
University high school and 
Chaoyang Foreign Language 
School. He also reads and teaches 
essays written by Lu Xun, Hu 
Shi and Lin Yutang, and admires 
the philosophy of Hu Shi and 


Lu Xun. “Lu Xun’s articles are 
inventive but may be somewhat 
difficult for high school students 
to understand. Anyway, he’s one of 
the greatest masters in Asia of the 
20th century.” 

Edgar Allan Poe is 
Dauthier’s favorite author. 

“He’s symbolic and romantic 
and he has suffered so much 
during his life,” says Dauthier. 
“He is a superman.” 

Although he is expected to 
keep a distance from his 
students on a social level, 
Dauthier says he has made a 
few good friends among those 
who have graduated and are 
pursuing their studies in college. 

According to Dauthier, the 
main problem with the Chinese 
educational system is that 
teachers don’t perceive students 
as individuals and students’ 
learning is based on sheer 
memory. “Yes, they know a lot of 
information but they just don’t 
know how to use it creatively,” 
he charged. 

“Chinese students are more 
sensitive to the arts; you’ll 
find they have already finished 
reading some good novels. But 
native American students are 
not: They read novels probably 
because they are forced to.” 

In his leisure time, Dauthier 
reads books and magazines like 
China Today and Beijing Review. 
And the shelves in his room 
are heavy with books. He can 
also play three instruments: the 
violin, mandolin and clarinet. “I 
learned violin by the force of my 
father, learned mandolin myself 
during the SARS (Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome) period 
and started the clarinet just two 
months ago.” 

Dauthier, who says he enjoys 
the single life in Beijing, insists 
he is not a romantic - although 
he’d like to have dinner with 
colourful candles on the table. 
“That’s the life I’ve chosen,” 
he mused. “Quite a few 
westerners come to China 
because they are dispatched 
here on business. They get huge 
salaries, apartments, cars, etc. 
But they don’t really live in 
China, while I am. 

“Once I left China for New 
Zealand and I found myself at a 
loss in the cultural environment, 
and when I came back Beijing, I 
felt comfortable again.” 

Parts of China, such as 
Guangdong Province, are now 
accepting permanent residence 
applications from foreigners in 
high-level positions or those 
married to Chinese nationals. 
Although Dauthier does not 
meet any of these requirements 
so far, according to the Xinhua 
News Agency, “Also included 
are people who have made 
outstanding contributions or are 
of special importance to China” 

- where Dauthier may very well 
fit the bill. 



The shelves in Dauthier’s room are laden with books. 
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By Li Ruifen 

L ife is complex. Begun with our own innocent cry and ended 
with the sorrowful weeping of others, we experience during 
our journey the rejoicing of birth, the bitterness and 
sweetness of growing up, the excitement of marriage and 
raising our own children, and the sorrow of loss of loved 

ones. 

The rapid pace of modern life has weakened the importance 
of these big events, especially in terms of the traditional folk 
customs that accompanied them, and which once served to bind 
society together, providing order and color to our lives. Some of these 
disappearing customs are preserved at the Beijing Folk Arts Museum. 

With only 300 or so objects from the Ming and Qing dynasties and the Republic 
of China period, the Cultural Relics Exhibition for Folk Etiquettes and Customs 
is like a flowery and magnificent picture scroll of human life, embodying the folk 
etiquettes and customs of northern China. 


A good beginning 

The exhibition begins in a delivery 
room, with the start of a new life - the 
birth of a baby. Traditionally, the room 
where a baby is born was carefully 
chosen and well prepared. The bed is 
enclosed with several piles of quilts, to 
prevent any cold breeze from harming 
the health of the mother and assuring 
the smooth delivery of the baby. 

Three days after the birth, a 
ceremony called xisanli is held. The 
baby is bathed carefully from head to 
foot. “Wash the head, to be a lord; 
Wash the waist, to be wealthy; Wash 
the legs, to be a magistrate; Wash 
the buttocks, to be important.” This 
bathing rhyme for the baby embodies 
not only cleanliness and vitality, but 
also the good will for him or her to 
become a great person in the future. 

Growing up day by day, the baby 
passes through a series of ceremonies 
marking one month, 100 days and one 
full year, carrying the hardships and 
expectation of its parents. Zhuazhou 
(the grabbing test to foresee a baby’s 
future), which is held when the baby 
is 100 days old, is one of the most 
interesting ceremonies. A set of objects 
are placed in front of the baby, 
including a book, an abacus, a knife, 
a signet ring, and a comb. According 
to the first thing the baby grabs and 
plays with, his future career can be 
foretold. 

With the birth of a baby, the 
grandmother is probably one of the 
happiest family members. It is usually 



Dengquguan, ornamental containers tradition- 
ally given to a bride. 



Socks with classical texts written on them, worn 
by scholars seeking to pass the imperial exami- 
nation by hook or by crook ! 



Fengguan, a crown worn during their wedding 
by female members of the imperial family. 


she who 
collects several 
pieces of leftover cloth 
from several families and makes 
the baby a cloth called baijiayi (cloth 
from 100 families), symbolizing the 
love and concern of the elders. 
Growing into adulthood 

Some of our sweetest memories 
of childhood come from the games 
and toys we played with. Katydids 
kept in special boxes, little lanterns, 
iron hoops and peg-tops used to be 
popular among children. There is even 
a wooden toy plane and a cockhorse 
in the exhibition, which were made 
by the first toy factory that produced 
western toys in China. 

When old enough to attend 
school, children, especially boys, will 
be sent to private schools ( sishu ). 

At such a momentous occasion, 
they might receive presents such 
as stationery boxes, brush pens and 
inkstones. 

The adulthood, or ding ceremony, 
marks the end of childhood. It is a 
turning point for a boy to shoulder 
the responsibility of raising the 
family And for girls, they will have 
their hair plaited to the back into 
a bun, which means she will have 
to behave in a “ladylike” manner 
henceforth. A beautiful headdress on 
display illustrates the strict etiquette 
women were subject to. When a lady 
is walking, she is not supposed to 
look around, only face ahead. The 
buyao worn as an ornament, also 


Tuye, or 
Rabbit God, 
a traditional 
children’s toy 
sold during 
the Moon 
Festival. 

Photos by Bao Wei 

served as a 
reminder of this 
restriction, making a loud 
noise if the wearer turned her neck. 
Wedding ceremony 

The wedding is always the big 
event in a person’s life. In the old 
days, the parents would shoulder the 
responsibility of finding a suitable 
spouse for their son or daughter. The 
process formally begins with a letter of 
proposal sent by the boy’s family to the 
girl’s. The two families then determine 
whether the match will be auspicious 
by studying the horoscopes of the boy 
and girl. If the signs are favorable, 
the girl’s family will send a letter of 
acceptance to the boy’s family. The 
next step is for the two sides to send 
each other betrothal gifts, until the 
day of the wedding comes. 

On the day of the ceremony, the 
bride is carried in a sedan chair covered 
with a red cloth to the groom’s house. 

On arriving, she should not enter the 
gate directly, but rather step over 
a brazier and then a saddle, which 
symbolizes a prosperous and a peaceful 
life. The couple will generally see each 
other for the first time in the bridal 
chamber, and it is often joked that the 
groom will be so nervous about meeting 
his bride that he must drink a lot of 
wine to boost his courage. 

The ceremony is completed when 
the newlyweds share a drink of 
jiaobeijiu, a spirit drunk from two 
cups tied with a red cord, arm-in-arm. 


The two are then officially man and 
wife. 

Included in this section of the 
exhibition is an unusual 
announcement of a group wedding 
ceremony In 1937, in a move to 
encourage simple and economical 
wedding ceremonies, the government 
of Beiping (as Beijing was then 
known) organized the first group 
wedding ceremony in China. Several 
couples attended that ceremony and 
became part of the turning point of 
wedding culture in China. 

Ending with dignity and love 

After the marriage comes children, 
who pass through the same rituals 
as their parents, middle age, then old 
age, until finally there comes a day 
when one leaves the world. Helping 
to alleviate the pain of separation, 
solemn ceremonies are held to mark 
the loss of a loved one. 

The burial ceremonies of ancient 
times were very different to those 
of today. In the past, when someone 
passed away, his or her children would 
post an obituary notice inviting people 
to the burial ceremony, or at least 
inform the relatives and friends orally 
if the family was not rich enough. 
Paper money was printed and paper 
puppets made for burning during 
the funeral ceremony, symbolizing the 
wish that the departed would have 
money to spend and people to talk 
with in the next life, and the favorite 
belongings of the deceased would be 
placed with them in the coffin. 

After the funeral ceremonies were 
completed, people would put images 
of their ancestor on the wall and 
make offerings to them during 
anniversaries, believing that their 
souls have never left, but linger in the 
figures, protecting the offspring from 
misfortune. 

Life is a long, complex and ever 
changing process. Walking through 
these exhibition rooms gives a glimpse 
of how people in times gone by 
celebrated, mourned and marked the 
events that have always been 
milestones in our lives. Some of these 
rituals and customs seem strange, 
even incomprehensible today, but they 
remain a valuable and fascinating 
legacy of those vanished times. 
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ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 
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11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 

6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Biunyifang Roast Duck: Restaurant 
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Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 

Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony; food that lie on in its contrasts; chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet,crunchy and soft dishes. Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La,which means Spicy Thai Restaurant,verbally; 
and Very Good Smell,phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive. A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel: 6591 .7726 Fax:6591 .7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

TvM — M 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688—2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



Donglaishun Restaurant 
& 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 
140 2§- 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 





IJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 


It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

EXT L I IN Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 OO kinds of fresh seafood are now 20 To off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 10)688433 88-7 18/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng IN a n Lu Shijingshan District 

(lOO meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 

EfeTfg-rCO 1 0)68 843 3 88-7 1 8/620 pSjr^tg.) 
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IN e w French Res tan rant Now Op en ! 
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Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 


ROLAND GARROS 


RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 


- Hia mWf, 


^■22 - 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
0pen:11:00-24:00 Daily 

±h tit : ^ p s e ^ ^ PS p s er ■ m irt sis p l r ■ i — m 

Address: North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Glut 
Nongzhan INIanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone: 6508-91 OO 
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What’s on DVD 


By Wang Yue 



Ben-Hur 


William Wyler’s Ben-Hur, 
starring Charlton Heston, is 
one of the classic Biblical ep- 
ics of the 20th century. The 
1959 film won 11 academy 
awards, including best pic- 
ture. Before Charlton Heston 
accepted it, the role of Ben- 
Hur was turned down by Burt 
Lancaster, Rock Hudson and 
Paul Newman. English and 
French with English, French, 
Portuguese and Spanish sub- 
titles. DVD 9 



The Isle (aka Seom) 

Mute Hee-Jin is working 
as a clerk in a fishing re- 
sort selling bait, food and 
occasionally her body to the 
fishing tourists. One day 
she falls in love with Hyun- 
Shik, who is on the run 
from the police. Directed by 
Ki-duk Kim. Korean with 
English, Chinese and Kore- 
an subtitles. DVD 5 



Home on the Range 

Yet another story about 
farm animals saving their 
farm and hunting for a 
notorious outlaw. Disney 
continues to show it is in- 
terested in hand drawn an- 
imation but not 3D film. 
English soundtrack with 
English and Chinese subti- 
tles. DVD 5 



Rhinoceros Revives 
Memories of a Master 


Ma Lu (Duan Yi- 
hong) and Ming 
Ming (Wang Ning) 
in Meng Jinghui’s 
latest production of 
Rhinoceros in Love. 

Photo by Li Yan 


By Jacqueline Yu 

F or many young drama fans 
in Beijing, it was the experi- 
mental works of Meng Jing- 
hui that first awoke their love of 
theater. His ability to make audi- 
ences laugh and cry, and the way 
some lines from his plays have 
lived on after the final curtain, be- 
come popular idioms, mark him as 
a true innovator. 

The 37-year-old director’s rise 
to fame started in the summer of 
1999 when the hit Rhinoceros in 
Love premiered at China Youth 
Art Theatre. 

“It’s a simple story,” said Liao 
Yimei, the author and wife of Meng 
Jinghui, at its premiere. “A man 
falls in love with a woman, and 
does everything he possibly can to 
win her love.” 

In the wake of commercial and 
critical success, Meng has not bid 
adieu to his past productions, but 
continues to reinvent the drama, 
staging a second version of Rhi- 
noceros in 2003. 

Not content with allowing his 


actors simply to reprise the scenes 
they have already performed sev- 
eral dozen times, Meng has made 
many modifications while retain- 
ing the essence of the play. Some 
limericks, for example, have been 
changed to make fun of some recent 
events and trends that many Chi- 
nese feel need to be poked fun at. 

The set, also, is completely 
new. The Dali-esque clock card 
table, the huge eye upstage and 
the iron framed bed have dis- 
appeared, replaced by rows of 
heating radiators, a huge mirror 
(taken as a screen to reflect ab- 
stract films) and a chair. 

For those who saw the 1999 
version starring Meng’s former 
classmate, film star Guo Tao (To 
Live) as Ma Lu, the despairing 
lover, and Wu Yue as Ming Ming, 
the girl Ma Lu loves, it takes a lit- 
tle time to adapt to the new part- 
nership of Duan Yihong, who is 
so thin he looks like a teenager at 
times, and Wang Ning who, con- 
versely, has a stronger, healthier 
appearance than slight Wu. But 


once Guo and Wu’s faces fade from 
memory, Duan and Wang’s per- 
formance actually give the play a 
younger, more delicate touch. 

Unlike in the original produc- 
tion, in which the songs were per- 
formed by a singer standing at the 
back of the stage, Duan and Wang 
sing all the songs themselves, and 
carry it off beautifully. 

Duan meanwhile is a more 
dynamic young lover, attacking 
his role with more energy than 
Guo did, jumping rope along with 
Ming Ming and crazily striding 
over the radiators while speak- 
ing aloud his thoughts. 

Rhinoceros in Love has helped 
cultivate a new generation of the- 
ater audience. This third version of 
the play can be looked on as a nos- 
talgic journey, but Meng’s many 
fans must be wondering whether 
such reenactments of past glories 
are all that is left to look forward 
to, or whether he will come up 
with a new classic that people will 
still be talking about in another 
five years’ time. 


Ancient Melodies Retain Their Magic 


By Gareth George 

The traditional Naxi music of 
Lijiang has a history dating back 
several centuries. Hailing from the 
foot of the Himalayas, the Naxi 
Ancient Music Orchestra came to- 
gether in 1981, and first performed 
publicly in 1986. Since then, they 
have become one of the most fa- 
mous traditional music orchestras 
in China, and have performed sever- 
al times in Europe and the US. Last 
weekend, the orchestra performed 
at Beijing’s Century Theatre, their 
fourth visit to the capital. 

Band leader Xuan Ke, looking 
much younger than his 75 years, 
regaled the audience with the first 
of many snappy monologues on the 
history of his performers before 
introducing the first piece, Eight 
Dragons , which he described as 


symbolizing the harmony between 
man and nature. Unfortunately, the 
acoustics in the Century Theatre 
do not so much envelop the au- 
dience in sound, as tantalize the 
senses, forcing one to crane toward 
the stage like a charmed snake. 

There were no such problems 
when the master introduced his 
latest protege - a young shepherd- 
ess with no classical training. Her 
powerful, unaccompanied voice was 
hauntingly eerie; mournful, then 
joyous. Xuan Ke claimed she tend- 
ed her sheep on one mountain, 
while her boyfriend lived on an- 
other, requiring her to be able to 
make herself heard over a consid- 
erable distance. After hearing her 
sing, this seemed an entirely plau- 
sible explanation. 

It is often easy to forget that 


the individuals who dedicate their 
lives to classical art are doing 
more than preserving centuries of 
culture. Listening to these mu- 
sicians, seeing them beaming at 
the audience between pieces, one 
could feel the love they had for the 
form, and could not help but be 
touched by it. 

As the concert passed the two 
hour mark, Xuan Ke looked at 
his watch and said the next piece 
would be the last, and although 
the majority of the crowd seemed 
anxious for more, no one could be- 
grudge the efforts of the musi- 
cians, most of whom looked well 
past retirement age. Appropriate- 
ly, the final piece was called The 
Old Man, in reference to Lao Tzu 
(Lao Zi), giving the audience a 
lasting memory of Naxi music 
with its metronomic throb of met- 
al and drum, and the tigerish, 
throaty growl of the cymbals. 


WORLDWIDE 



Meryl Streep 


Mobsters and Angels Bask 
in Emmy Glory 

Mob hit The Sopranos 
strong-armed its way to suc- 
cess at the annual Emmy 
awards, while Sex and the 
City heroine Sarah Jessica 
Parker finally hooked up 
with a long-awaited best 
comedy actress statuette. 

The biggest winner of the 
night was the star-studded 
mini-series Angels in Ameri- 
ca - a television adaptation 
of Tony Kushner’s Pulitzer 
Prize-winning play about the 
AIDS crisis of the 1980s, 
which ended the night with a 
record-matching 11 awards. 

The Sopranos, which had 
20 nominations going in to 
the ceremony at the Los 
Angeles Shrine Auditorium, 
grabbed the best drama se- 
ries Emmy that many felt 
to be overdue, as well as 
best supporting drama actor 
and actress awards for on- 
screen couple Michael Im- 
perioli and Drea de Matteo. 

(AFP) 



Britney Spears 


Spears Weds Again 

Pop singer Britney 
Spears married her fiance, 
dancer Kevin Federline, in 
a surprise ceremony, her re- 
cord label said Sunday. 

“She did marry him yes- 
terday,” Jive Records spokes- 
woman Sonia Muckle said. 
She declined to provide fur- 
ther details. The wedding 
was held Saturday evening 
at a private home in the 
Studio City area with 20 to 
30 people attending, Enter- 
tainment Tonight said on its 
website. 

Spears, 22, and Federline, 
26, announced their engage- 
ment in June after dating 
since early this year. It was 
the second marriage in nine 
months for Spears. 

(AP) 



Dior Reports Profit Surge 

Groupe Christian Dior, 
which controls the Christian 
Dior Couture fashion design 
business and luxury product 
giant LVMH, reported that 
first-half profits had surged 
by 58.6 percent. 

Net profit after minority 
payments was 157 million 
euros (US $190.9) from 99 
million euros in the same 
period of last year. Operat- 
ing profit rose by 14 percent 
to 1 billion euros from 880 
million euros and net cur- 
rent profit by 36 percent to 
217 million euros from 159 
million euros. 

The group said Monday 
that it expected Christian 
Dior Couture to achieve a 
strong increase in operating 
profit in the full year after a 
very strong performance in 
July and August. (AFP) 



Paris Hilton 


Life Advice from Hilton 
Heiress 

Celebrity socialite Paris 
Hilton, who shot to infamy 
after a raunchy sex video of 
her flooded the Internet, is 
now teaching girls how to 
behave and let their “inner 
heiress out.” 

The 23 -year-old Hilton 
dishes out her pearls of par- 
ty-life wisdom in a 178-page 
book, Confessions of an Heir- 
ess, published this month 
by Fireside, which is more 
scrapbook than memoir, 
with pictures outnumbering 
paragraphs. 

“It’s just a look inside my 
life,” says the heiress to the 
hotel fortune, who suggests 
a weekend in St-Tropez in 
the south of France for beat- 
ing the blues. “It’s about my 
friends and dating tips and 
do’s and don’ts of dressing. 
It was hard, but it was a re- 
ally fun project,” Hilton told 
Reuters in a recent inter- 
view. 

(Reuters) 
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Internships: Doors To Bright Futures 


By Xie Lixue 

P ractice makes perfect is a saying 
that many recent college grad- 
uates should keep in mind as 
they prepare to enter the work world 
with little to no real professional expe- 
rience. Many companies, especially rap- 
idly growing ones, like to bring in fresh 
minds and energetic young people, but 
sometimes not without asking first can- 
didates to get their feet a bit wet. 

As a result, increasing numbers of 
international companies are establish- 
ing connections with Chinese universi- 
ties to provide internships to promising 
students. These positions are intended 
to provide practical experience for stu- 
dents while also promoting the compa- 
nies’ corporate cultures and cultivating 
a force of potential new employees ready 
to make an impact. 

Everybody wins 

Many big enterprises like IBM, Sie- 
mens and Sino-US Metlife Insurance 
Company have learned that intern 
programs can work to the benefit of 
all involved, as Michael Kwang from 
the human resources department of 
IBM attested. 

Participants in IBM’s Pathway In- 
ternship Program constitute strong fu- 
ture staff members or potential clients 
who clearly understand the company’s 
values, operations and management 
style. The interns themselves get to 
learn far more about the realities of 
the business world than they could in 
any textbook, Kwang said. 

Expanded contact with the profes- 
sional world can also allow universities 
and colleges to tailor their academic 
courses and adapt new technologies and 
information. 



A recruiter meets with 
a young man interested 
in the “ intern training 
course for unemployed 
graduates ” advertised 
on this sign at a job 
fair in Nanjing, 
Jiangsu Province on 
August 30. 

Through many domes- 
tic companies were ini- 
tially reluctant to take 
on interns, increasing 
numbers have 
discovered that intern- 
ships provide excellent 
means for grooming 
top employees and 
managers of tomorrow. 
At the same time, 
interns should weigh 
the negligible financial 
compensation of such 
positions against the 
valuable opportunities 
for real work experi- 
ence in stimulating en- 
vironments. 

Photo by Photocome 


From intern to employee 

Compared with many companies’ tough 
employee recruitment policies, the process 
of applying for an internship can seem 
easy and actually interesting, though top 
positions are still quite competitive. 

Ma Qing, human resources manag- 
er at Siemens (China) said that the 
process began at his company with 
on-line applications followed by inter- 
views and selection. 

“The time schedule for bringing in in- 


terns is very flexible. Interns start their 
work when a vacancy opens in their area 
of expertise or interest,” Ma said. 

Internships can open the door to 
full-time jobs at many companies. More 
than 70 percent of the 130 people par- 
ticipating IBM’s Blue Pathway Pro- 
gram this year are expected to stay at 
the company when the program ends. 
Likewise, interns made up a signifi- 
cant proportion of the recent graduates 
hired by Sino-US Metlife Insurance 


Company this year. 

Bridging the gap 

The past few years, the media has 
often reported on the difficulties many 
people face in China’s very competi- 
tive job market. But, at the same time, 
many companies have complained they 
simply cannot find enough talented 
people to fill their recruiting needs. 
Internships are excellent means of 
bridging this gap for job hunters and 
employers. 


liale of a Former Intern 


By Ji Wenzhuang 

Participation in this summer’s 
Blue Pathway Internship Pro- 
gram at IBM was a great expe- 
rience for me, and in those two 
months I learned a lot about busi- 
ness, the company’s culture and 
the newest technologies, all of 
which has helped me improve my- 
self and plan my future career. 

Every intern in the program 
was put under a mentor and 
manager, who offered patient as- 
sistance despite being very busy. 

One time, my mentor stayed 
until 10 pm on a Friday night to 
help me with one of my projects, 
even though she had other things 
to do. When she had time, she 
would tell me about her experi- 
ences and opinions about getting 
along with people at work, guid- 
ing projects to success and grab- 
bing opportunities. 

When I started, I was a bit 



Ji Wenzhuang is now 
studying for a master’s 
degree in desalinization 
engineering at 

Tsinghua University 

Photo provided by 
Ji Wenzhuang 


nervous and very careful in my 
work. My mentor counseled me 
to believe in myself while help- 
ing me learn practical business 
skills, such as communication, to 
back up my confidence. Through 
the internship, I learned that at- 
titude, trust and responsibility 
are often more important to busi- 
ness success than knowledge and 


skills. 

From my experience, I would 
say being able to cooperate with 
many excellent people in an en- 
joyable, challenging environment 
can push interns forward while 
helping them find direction. An 
internship is an excellent way to 
start a career. 

(Edited by Xie Lixue) 


Ministry Offering More 
Chinese Teaching Diplomas 

By Xie Lixue 

In a September 15 announcement, China’s Ministry 
of Education officially loosened previous restrictions to 
allow more Chinese, and foreigners in particular, to ob- 
tain certification for teaching Chinese as a foreign lan- 
guage around the world. 

The certificates are available to candidates who 
pass the university’s three-tiered testing system and 
holders must begin teaching within a given period for 
their certificates to remain valid. 

Over 25 million people around the world are learn- 
ing Chinese, but only 3,600 teachers hold these cov- 
eted certificates, far below the rapidly rising demand. 


A Beijing-based English newspaper is looking for re- 
porters, freelancers and editors. 

Chinese applicants should have university degrees 
in English or related majors and media experience. 

Foreigners from the UK and US with relevant media 
experience preferred. 

Please send resumes and writing samples to: 
hr@ynet.com. 


Jobs 


Mr. Chen, a Chinese Canadian, 
graduate from Shanghai Tongji 
University, proficient in English 
and German. Worked as a country 
manager of a Chinese company in 
the US in 1995 and emigrated to 
Canada in 1998. Living in Toronto 
at present and active in business 
in North America. 

Interested to work as an agent 
for Chinese companies or to make 
arrangements for the establish- 
ment of reps office in Canada and 
the US. 

Please contact: 

Guanjun Geofferey Chen 

Tel: 001-905-508-1700 (8-llam, 
local time), 0392-3931163, 3336537 
in China 

I am Alen. I am looking for a 
person to work in my company. 
Job description: help to renew Chi- 
nese visas, green cards and call 
foreign embassies in Beijing and 
send emails. 

Tel: 86592919 

Email: alen678@163.com 

A cultural media company 
wants to hire a foreigner for inter- 
national business. 

Requirements: male, British, 
long time in Beijing, love Chinese 
culture, stable, honest. Legal expe- 
rience an advantage. 

Contact: 

sunl98052@yahoo.com.cn 

An enthusiastic girl, confident 
in her future, is looking for a job 
related to English. Good at Eng- 
lish listening, speaking, reading 
and writing. 

Please contact Miss Xie at: 
62373739, 13114513646 

Email: Flora2@sina.com 

Female, Beijinger, 35 years old, 
B.A. degree, majored in English, 
looking for part-time job as editor 
(humanities-related), Mandarin 
teacher or translator. 

Tel: 67343067 

Email: wlj6166@.yahoo.com.cn 

The New Century High School 
in Zhuozhou (60 kilometers south 
of Beijing), Hebei Province, is look- 
ing for native English speakers to 
teach English part-time. Chinese 
capability preferred. Four classes 
each month. Workloads and wag- 
es open to discussion. Please send 
resumes to: Feida Group Co. Ltd., 
Da Shiqiao Bei, Zhuozhou, Hebei 

Tel: 0312-389 0898, 389 2678, 

Email: mouyur@chinaren.com 

(You are welcome to send po- 
sitions offered and wanted info 
to: ayi@ynet.com. Beijing Today 
does not take any responsibility 
for the accuracy and authenticity 
of the information published in 
this column.) 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is released every Friday, is a new advertising special one for 
the real estate and relative industries. The English Edition is 
delivered with the newspaper so the media advantage is very 
obvious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the advertiser's requests for the more pertinence, 
let's the policy-makers read the relative contact directly and try 
to reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 139 104 19797 

Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

*Yard architecture whih European style 

* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 

* * Dart Commkerce Office 

l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 
2 .favourable price : RMB3 -4yuan/ squaremeter/day 
3. telephone number:65032597 or 64951817 

* * 13 art Commkerce Garden 

1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese- Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3. 5 jaian/ squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right). It is located 
in north-eastern comer of SiyuanBridge. 
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WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 


Were we do our job So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 cxt.3005/3006 



SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON LINE 


hOWD CHottels Investments) Limited 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

- University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca- 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 





Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+1 5%SC 

Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+1 5%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 

swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours :(1 7:30- 18:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 

E-mail : sthotel@w. com. cn 


OTo South ofLanDao building, it'snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Hank, Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center,res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add: No. 38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 



LONGTAN APARTMENTS 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 


Sunflower Tower 

AM 


from$ 5 OO/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

Fully furnished with satellite 
T V, IF)F) app lianc e s . 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


Address: 3 A, Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District,Beijing,China 
Transportation : convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, J ingtong 

Express Way,and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services iReceptionist(Lobby), Tickets, Room Service, IIomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning,Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD9oo.oo-22ooper month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices: 100% department 95.7% 

Business Tax: 0.4% 

Management Fees: PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 

ter per month for Cleaning, Securityfin-door and out-door) Vegetation,Eleva- 
tor s , E levator s , M inor Rep air s , Ro om . 

HOT TEL:65561 798 


Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 

Location: No.37,Maizidian Street, Chaoyang E>istrict,Beijing Next 
to the LiangMa Hotel. Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square metersCbased on architectural area)on24th Floor 
Asking rent: USD2 8/m on th/sqm (gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes IDE) lines and 4MB of Capacity 
ISDN is availabie 

Elevator: lOKONE elevators HVAC System:Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center,Exhibition facilities,Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney,BASY,KONE,E-turtle Nex 
work 

Tel =85275696-608 


A. M 
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Enquiry hotline 

65886868 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong B 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 


BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly deeored apartments and offices 

Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 
USDIOOO/month up 
Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call us at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 
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64055786 

this newspaper's perennial legal adviser: Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 , real estate business that buy, rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2 , foreign eases , maritime , finance , bond , important and difficult afffairs ; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4 , notarizations ; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages o 

TEL:86- 10-8352121 8 FAX:86- 1 0-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail: jt@venus-law.com 
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Ask Ayi: 

Q: I haven’t take part in 
the gaokao this year. If I 
apply for French universi- 
ties, will I be accepted? — 
chenchen800 

A: French universities are 
willing to accept international 
students who have been enrolled 
in universities in their countries. 
That means that only Chinese 
students who have qualifying 
scores in the gaokao may be ac- 
cepted by French universities. 
Being enrolled at a domestic uni- 
versity is a precondition for ap- 
plying to French universities. 


Q: I took the IELTS exam in 
August and got a 7 score. Will 
this score help me get into a 
mass media program at a UK 
university? Which UK univer- 
sity offers the best mass me- 
dia program? — 017daxia 

A: Some universities in the UK 
require students to have language 
scores above 7.5, while some set 
a bottom line of 6.5. Your IELTS 
score should meet the entry re- 
quirements for mass media pro- 
grams at most UK universities. 

Universities in the UK gen- 
erally look for three things in stu- 
dents applying for mass media 
courses: language fluency, learn- 


ing background and working 
experience. You should provide 
your complete school transcript 
and records of any work ex- 
perience in your applications. 
Contacting universities directly 
could also prove helpful. 

Q: Can foreign students 
take part-time jobs in France, 
and do French universities of- 
fer internships? — big congya 

A: All international students 
in France, including university 
freshmen, have the right to take 
part-time jobs, as long as they 
register in a university recog- 
nized by the state social insur- 
ance authorities. 


In recent years, many French 
universities have begun requir- 
ing students to get practical ex- 
perience in companies and other 
organizations. Faculty advisors 
are provided to help students 
through this, and the work prac- 
tice or internships can be done 
during or after course studies are 
complete. Work practice terms 
normally last one to six months, 
and some employers will offer 
students stipends or other finan- 
cial support. 

Q: A professional consul- 
tant told me that I had to take 
the TEF examination before I 
go to France to study. What is 


the TEF? — Tower-cake 

A: The TEF examination is 
the official examination of stu- 
dents’ French language abilities. 
All students that have chosen 
courses taught in French must 
take the examination. Otherwise, 
they cannot apply for long-term 
visas to study in the country. 

The exam includes three 
parts: reading comprehension, 
listening comprehension and vo- 
cabulary and sentence structure. 
There is also a selective writing 
examination. 

TEF scores are valid only for 
one year. 

(Edited By Zhang Nan) 


Upcoming Overseas 
Study Events: 

Studying in the US: 

Topics: Applying for bache- 
lor’s, master’s and PhD degree 
courses, scholarships, and visas 
Time: September 25, 10 am 
Venue: Ziming Mansion, B12, 
Xinzhongjie, Dongcheng 
Tel: 6415 9677 

Applying for Master’s Degree 
Courses in French Universities 

Topics: Introductions of 

French universities 

Analysis of differences be- 
tween studying in France, the 
UK and Australia 

Time: September 25, 2 pm 
Venue: Beijing JJL Overseas 
Education Consulting & Service 
Co., Miyang Mansion, 
Yong’andongli, Jianguomenwai 
Avenue, Chaoyang 

Tel: 6568 5656 ext. Depart- 
ment of French Education 
Introduction to University of 
South Australia 

Courses promoted: Bachelor’s 
and master’s degree in business 
Basic enrollment require- 
ments: 

Bachelor’s degree courses: at 
least one year study in a domes- 
tic university 

Master’s degree courses: bach- 
elor’s degree; some subjects re- 
quire working experience 
Time: September 27, 10 am 
Venue: Guozhong Business 
Mansion, 33 Dengshikou Street, 
Dongcheng 

Tel: 6522 9780 ext. Depart- 
ment of Australian Education 
(Please make appointment be- 
forehand) 

Introduction to Korean 
Universities 

Universities included: Korea 
University, Yonsei University, 
Kyung Hee University, Dankook 
University, Sungkyunkwan Uni- 
versity, Ewha University, Hongik 
University, Hanyang University. 
Time: September 26, 10 am 
Venue: Guozhong Business 
Mansion, 33 Dengshikou Street, 
Dongcheng 

Tel: 6522 9780 ext. Depart- 
ment of Korean Education 


T he University of Otago 
was founded in 1869, mak- 
ing it the oldest university 
in New Zealand, and has since 
cultivated a reputation for its 
academic excellence and beauti- 
ful campus in the small city of 
Dunedin on the South Island. 

This Monday, Wayne Angus, 
deputy director of the Interna- 
tional Office of the University of 
Otago, chatted with our readers 
as the last guest in Beijing To- 
day’s Focus on New Zealand. 

The University of Otago of- 
fers a wide range of course, as 
well as many campus services 
to support and aid students do- 
mestic and foreign. Childcare is 
available for students with kids, 
recreation facilities on and off 
campus are easily accessible and 
restaurants and mess halls on 
and off university grounds offer 
all kinds of food so foreign stu- 
dents can get a taste of home. 

Advantages and basics: 

Compared with the other 
universities in NZ, what are 
the advantages of University 
of Otago? — Jackie Zhang 
1. The University of Otago 
has a special place within the 
New Zealand educational frame- 
work. 2. It is New Zealand’s old- 
est university, a comprehensive 
research and teaching institu- 
tion, and offers a unique campus 
lifestyle to its 19,000 students. 
3. Chinese students can access 
high quality teaching and re- 
search facilities in a small city 
(Dunedin, population 121,000) 
where the overwhelming focus 
is on education. 4. Dunedin is 
a safe and uncrowded destina- 
tion and an excellent location for 
field-based research and study 
in the scenic South Island. 

How many campuses does 
your university have? 

— rabbitear 
Our main campus is in Dune- 
din and we have branches of our 
medical school in Christchurch 
and Wellington. 

China ties: 

Do you have any joint pro- 
grams in China? — batman 

No, we do not offer joint pro- 
grams with Chinese institutions 
at this time. 

The University of Otago has 
three principal university part- 
ners in China: Jilin University, 
Xi’an Jiaotong University and 
Huazhong University of Science 
and Technology. These partner- 
ships center around the ex- 
change of teachers and students 
and research collaboration. 

Can you introduce some- 
thing about the sister city 
link with Shanghai? 

— xiaozhang 
The sister city link has been 
active for over 10 years. There 
are regular joint visits by busi- 
nesspeople and people in local 
government. There are also 
sporting and cultural exchang- 
es. One year we had an excellent 
exhibition here from the Shang- 
hai museum. 

Courses: 

What are the strongest 
subjects in your university? 

— blueocean 

The university has specific 
teaching and research strengths 
in the medical, biomedical, bio- 
logical and natural sciences as 
well as the liberal arts and law. 

Chinese students on campus: 
How many students are 
there in your university? And 
how many Chinese students? 
What subjects are most pop- 
ular with Chinese students? 

— first and second 
We have 19,000 students en- 


Yang Zhenning 

Think Ahead: Pick a 
Promising Subject 

By Lv Pinrou 

The road to success in studies, 
work and life can start with a 
small step in the right direction. 

“If you want to study abroad, 
choose a promising subject that 
might be hot in the coming five 
to 10 years,” Nobel prize win- 
ning physicist Yang Zhenning 
recommended during a speech 
delivered to a captive crowd of 
students at China Foreign Af- 
fairs University last Thursday. 

Yang said he was very lucky to 
have entered the emerging field 
of high-energy physics when he 
went to the US to study in the 
mid- 1940s, because it proved a 
field ready to explode, propelling 
him to career success. 

When asked why he chose to 
stay in the United States after 
he completed his doctoral degree, 
Yang explained, “When I finished 
my PhD, I was detained in the 
US due to immigrant policy after 
the Korean War. But all the Chi- 
nese students of my generation 
have deep roots in China, and 
bore great hopes to make contri- 
butions to our country.” 

Yang praised China’s open- 
ing up policy, particularly for 
allowing Chinese students to 
study abroad. 

Born in 1922, Yang went to 
the US in 1945 and stayed there 
for about 60 years. He won the 
Nobel Prize for Physics in 1957 
and returns to China to live in 
Tsinghua University, where he 
spent his childhood and his fa- 
ther was a professor. He is apply- 
ing for a Chinese “green card”, or 
permanent residence permit, and 
expects to get it in one month. 


to 24. We also have repre- 
sentatives in China - check 
http:/Avww.otago.ac.nz/intemational/ 
mor e_info/ agents . html . 

You can also contact the Uni- 
versity directly by mail: 
International Office 
University of Otago 
PO Box 56 
Dunedin 
New Zealand 
Tel: +64 3 479 8344 
Fax: +64 3 479 8367 
Email: 

iiiteniatioiiaLadnTissioii^4)tago.acjiz 
Web: www.otago.ac.nz/ 

international 

What is the average esti- 
mate for tuition fees and liv- 
ing costs? — gorrila 

Chinese students have the po- 
tential to access very affordable 
tuition costs, typically 77,000 
yuan to 132,000 yuan for under- 
graduate programs and 96,000 
yuan to 137,000 yuan for post- 
graduate programs. Foundation 
study is 80,000 yuan and Eng- 
lish language tuition is 2,050 
yuan per week. 

Living costs in Dunedin city 


Photos provided by the University of Otago 

are very reasonable and the com- 
pact nature of the city means that 
there are no significant travel 
costs. Expect to pay approximate- 
ly 60,000 yuan per 10-month aca- 
demic year in living costs. Most 
students live within walking dis- 
tance of the university and the 
shopping precinct. 

Scholarships: 

What scholarships are pro- 
vided for international stu- 
dents, especially Chinese 
students? — hard stone 

We have eight scholarships 
for international students: four 
for master’s study and four for 
PhD study. They can be awarded 
for any field of study at the uni- 
versity. 

Living and playing: 

What accommodations 

does your university pro- 
vide? — clouds 


Suggestions to Chinese stu- 
dents: 

I’m preparing to study in 
New Zealand, but I don’t 
know how to choose a good 
school and a good major. 

— samxu 

There are a variety of types of 
educational institutions in New 
Zealand. While not of all of these 
institutions have a purpose of 
preparing students for universi- 
ty study, they can still be high 
quality institutions. 

The important thing for pro- 
spective Chinese students is to 
determine what outcomes they 
want before they leave China for 
study. If the intention is univer- 
sity study, then it is important 
that students choose a pathway 
that will provide appropriate ac- 
ademic and English prepara- 
tion. If in doubt about choosing 
a pathway program, check with 
universities about their ability 
to accept you for study. 

(Edited By Zhang Nan) 


Nonce 

Next Monday, the focus of the Study Abroad Salon will 
shift to learning in Austria, when guest Evelyn Woell-Zhang, 
who is in charge of press affairs and education consulting 
at the Austrian Embassy in Beijing, talks to prospective stu- 
dents about the virtues of Austria’s universities. 

You are welcome to log into our website at: http:// 
bjtoday.ynet.com or forward your questions to the host Ayi at: 
ayi@ynet.com. 

Time: Monday, September 27, 2-3 pm 


lift] 

0§?+± (Ms. Evelyn Woell-Zhang) 

http://bjtoday.ynet.com 
: ayi@ynet.com 
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Otago Offers Helping Hand 
for Defter Learning 


We have 12 catered halls of 
residence that offer single rooms 
for each student. There are also 
many flats or apartments and 
home-stay can be arranged for 
students at our Language Cen- 
ter. The halls of residence pro- 
vide personal support and also 
help with study. 

Are there any organiza- 
tions or communities in your 
university that are organized 
by or for Chinese students? 

— play girl 

Chinese students organize 
many activities throughout the 
year for themselves and for local 
people to understand more about 
Chinese culture. There is also 
a local Chinese society, which 
fosters relationships and under- 
standing between Dunedin and 
China. They are particularly ac- 
tive with our sister city link with 
Shanghai. 

Are there any sports or 
recreational activities avail- 
able? — little voice 

Yes, you can make full use of 
the gymnasium or our clubs and 
societies center for table tennis, 
badminton etc. Most activities 
are free of charge. And because 
Dunedin is a smaller city, it is 
very easy to use citywide recre- 
ation facilities like parks, tennis 
courts and swimming pools. 

I am a young mother and 
hope to continue my busi- 
ness studies in New Zealand. 
On your website, I learned 
that your university provides 
childcare. I wonder if this 
service is provided to stu- 
dents? — dating 

There are many childcare fa- 
cilities close to the campus. It 
should be no problem getting 
your daughter a place. Many 
staff working or studying at the 
university have their children 
there during the day. 


Wayne Angus 

rolled. There are 2,600 overseas 
students and 700 are from Chi- 
na. Many Chinese students are 
taking business, computing or 
health science courses. 

Do you limit the number 
of Chinese students that can 
be recruited? — tea tea 

The University seeks to have 
a diversified international popu- 
lation constituting no more than 
about 12 percent of the total uni- 
versity enrolment. The universi- 
ty is also anxious to ensure that 
no one country contributes more 
than 25 percent of the total in- 
ternational enrolment. 

At present, both China and 
the US constitute about 25 per- 
cent each of the total interna- 
tional enrolment. 

Applying: 

How many semesters do 
you have each year? When is 
the best time to apply? 

— monkeyking 
We have two semesters: Feb- 
ruary- June and July-November. 
We also have a summer school 
in January-February each year. 

Most students start their 
studies at Otago in February. 

Can I forward my applica- 
tion to the university’s reps 
in Beijing? Or can you tell 
me another way to contact? 

— monkeyking 
We will attend an education 

fair in Beijing on October 23 



SHOPPING 



SEPTEMBER 24, 2004 


IEIIING TODAY 


E-mail: yushanshan724@ynet.com 


EDITOR: YU SHANSHAN DESIGNER: PANG LEI 



Photo by Sabu 


by the Book 


By Sabu 

The steep rise of the 
Beijing Longzhimei 
Advertising Bookshop can be 
considered a reflection of the 
similarly rapid development 
of the advertising and public 
relations industries in this 
city. 

Ms. Gao and her husband, 
both advertising professionals 
dismayed by the dearth of 
ad-related publications in 
town, first opened the store, 
originally named the Beijing 
Advertising Man Bookshop, in 
1995. As business picked up, 
they renamed it Longzhimei 
and eventually moved to a 
bigger, better location in 
bustling Dongsishitiao. 

Responding to rising 
demand, their store now not 
only sells books, but also 
offers a membership club, 
telephone booking service, 
home delivery and shipping 
to seven other domestic cities. 


Sweet Sounds 


By Wang Yue 

It may sound like a glorified 
Pez candy delivery device, but 
Sugar Dispenser is in fact 
a purveyor of more lasting 
pleasures - music and movies, 
in large doses. The treats at this 
small, pleasurably crammed 
shop are of distinctly Chinese 
style, whether it’s CDs from 
domestic rockers, independent 
Chinese movies or magazines 
about both. 

For fans of Chinese music, 
Sugar Dispenser is a literal 
treasure trove, stocking titles 
from labels like Modern Sky 
and Scream, which have big 
reputations but disappointingly 
low profiles on most local record 
store shelves. Aficionados and 
the curious can check out killer 
Chinese CDs from Zuoxiao 
Zuzhuo, Mu Ma, Secondhand 
Rose and many other rock, punk 
and metal artists, priced at 
around 20 to 40 yuan each. 

Learn more about the scene 


by checking out the selection of 
books written by music critics 
and some music magazines, 
including the alternative ‘zine 
Koudai Music , put together by 
the store’s proprietor. 

Rock has undeniable, 
sometimes regrettable, links to 
fashion, and Sugar Dispenser is 
no different. On sale is a range 
of rustic jewelry, handmade of 
leather, wood and cotton and 
priced from 10 to 300 yuan. 
Each piece is a one-of-a-kind 
made by an expert craftsman, 
giving them artistic and rocker 
cred. 

Where: 300m north of the 
west gate of Tsinghua 
University Open: 2 pm - 9 pm 
Tel: 6257 3351 


The bookshelves have also 
expanded to include nearly 
1,000 volumes covering 
advertising, design, marketing 
and media. The many helpful 
guides introduce the latest 
in fonts and colors, preparing 
video materials, marketing 
theories, real estate 
advertising and much more. 

Since 1997, the owners 
have even run their own 
publishing brand that prints 
classics in the advertising 
field in Chinese, such as 
a translation of Confessions 
of an Advertising Man (29.8 
yuan paperback, 50 yuan 
hardcover), the famed book 
by David Ogilvy, father of 
modern advertising, and 
Aomei Youqing by Taiwan 
advertising forerunner 
Zhuang Shufen. 

A wide range of global ad 
magazines is also available, 
running from pricey volumes 
like I.D and Colors , which sell 
for over 100 yuan each, to 
the more reasonable Cream 
and Milk , Hong Kong mags 
priced at 30 yuan and under. 
Customers professional and 
amateur are welcome to scour 
the shelves or settle into a chair 
for a deeper browse in this 
comfortable, one-of-a-kind shop. 

Where: No. 205, Building 
A, Huapu Center, 9 
Dongzhimen Nandajie, 
Dongcheng Open: 9 am - 9 pm 
Tel: 8409 4088 


Photo Flashbacks 

By Wang Yao 

There is an easy way to get that Old 
Beijing-y feel in your home, be it an old 
courtyard or a flat in an ultra-modem 
skyscraper. Simply put nails in the walls 
and hang black-and-white photos taken 
decades ago or old-timey paintings, all on 
sale at the shop Ju Gu Zhai, which means 
“antique house.” 

Many of the intriguing and evocative 
photos on sale were collected by the 
store’s owner. One remarkable print 
captures a bustling Beiping market 
of the late Qing era. Flags and 
wooden tablets proclaim stores’ names, 
rickshaws ply the street and passengers 
wear long gowns and sport queues or 
long ponytails. 

A quieter feel fills another picture 
that portrays Anxinli Hutong. The 
photo is like a passageway into a 
past world, depicting a traditional, 
carved wood door and corridor lined 
with bricks and tamped earth. Simple 


furniture fills the space, while a 
doorplate makes the year clear. 

Colorful paintings present more 
lustrous celebrations of Beijing’s past, 
depicting splendid courtyards in a 
rainbow of hues, focusing on such iconic 
images as red walls, golden tiles, big 
heavy doors, stone dragons and ancient 
trees. Most paintings are done on large 
canvases, but they can also be made to 
order, with prices set according to size. 
For the ultimate in customization, the 
store will take a patron’s photo of an 
old house or hutong and arrange for a 
professional painter to turn it into a 
splendid work of art. 

Photos and paintings are the 
mainstay of the store, but by no means 
the only things on sale. There is also 
a fun, smallish collection of antiques 
and curious, including furniture, vases, 
vessels, tablets and sculptures from the 
times of the Qing Dynasty and the 
Republic era. (1911-1949). 

Where: No. 8 Yandai Xiejie, near 
Houhai, Dongcheng Open: 9:30 am - 7 
pm Tel: 6400 5947 


Big into Japan 


By Wang Yue 

The oddly-named Jamie store 
is nothing short of a mecca for 
fans of Japanese pop music. The 
shop, also known by the longer 
version of its name, the Japanese 
Music Information Center, has an 
incredible, almost encyclopedic 
collection and a slow browsing- 
friendly, simple aesthetic. 

Inside, there are more than 
4,000 CDs and hundreds of videos 
and stock is conscientiously rotated 
monthly to keep the regular 
customers coming. All the acts 
big in Japan are represented, 
from glam-y bands like Glay, X 
Japan and Gackt to songstresses 
Hamasaki Ayumi and Kuraki Mai 
to pop mavens L’Arc~en~Ciel and 
SMAP. 

Real fans can not only be 
customers, they can also be 
members, of Jamie’s Japanese 
culture club. Joining is as easy as 
bringing in a valid ID and signing 
a form, and the club is open to 
everyone in China interested in 
Japanese music. 

Among the perks of membership 
are access to a range of magazines 
on Japanese music and stars and 
free Japanese language classes. 
During each four-month term, 
volunteer students are tutored in 
the finer points of Japanese 
grammar and day-to-day 
conversation and given basic 
introductions to China’s island 
neighbor. The classes are run on 
weekends, and materials personally 
put together by the enthusiastic 





Photos by Li Yue 

instructors. 

Check the friendly store/club’s 
website, www.jamic.cn (Chinese 
language only), for details on other 
Jamie activities. 

Where: ID Shenfang Dasha, 
Building 23, Anzhen Xili, Chaoyang 
Open: noon - 7 pm (closed 
Mondays) Tel: 6441 0966 



Photo hy Li Shuzhuan 
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BUSINESS AGENT 


P 1 BEIJING PRE-MEDIA ADVERTISING CO., LTD. 
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dvertising agent service 
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design service 

• ci/viigit • fiffM • 

• j^qi&IUHS • • POPr^ 

• ■ tm ■ mm 


HIGH QUALITY BEST SERVICE 


TEL:(86)01 0-88552079/80 1 3621080964 
AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 


% 


Our servee including: 

♦ Specialize in advertisement design; 

♦ Advertisement promotion on network 
and media; 

♦ Advertising report of company on 
newspaper; 

Good service give you efficient feedback 

Tel:68431638 Fax:88516568 

Mobile:1 30011 68744 

E-mail: newyangd@hotmail.com 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

m±: it* im£B=m&r 1 7 107-109 ^ 

RM107-109, N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, NO. 1,SANLIHELU,HAIDIAN, BEIJING. 
68313388 $t 57107-57109 88371521 ff E:68342761 Mlffi 


P 1 BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company I 

RE-MiDIA h 

A well-known professioned company K 

We provide following services: g 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 

Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 FAX:88552079 
MOBILE: 13601226884 E-mail:pieere@sina.com 




we're looking forward to foreign association for: 
Joint venture and technology cooperation; 
Trademark introduction; 

Marketing promotion and management; 
Arrangement of exhibition and meeting; 
Welcome to contact with us 
Tel:! 391 1195219 
Mousiness Service 

Advertisement for IT, OVERSEAS I MMICE RA- 
TIOS and so on. 


♦ Get information of Can- 
ada university at present 
♦Recommend eight 
university in Canada 
Hotline:01 0-66050344/6605039 1 


RUSSIA 


♦ U.S.A university standard, Chin- 
ese university fee 
♦Enough speciality 
♦no requirement of age 
♦BA and Master 

Hotline: 010-66050775 


CHINA BEIJING SEVICE CENTER FOR STUDENTS EXCHANGE 


Head Office Tel: 010 — 66020403 WebSite: www.cbjsc.com 
Address:Level 6,XidanTushu Building, No.17 Xi Changan St. Beijing 
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New fork Trocladero Ballot 


erformances 


St. Petersburg National Troupe 
Ice Ballet Show 

Established in 1967, the St. 
Petersburg National Ice Ballet 
Troupe pitches itself as the 
world’s only company capable of 
performing classic ballet dances 
on ice. The troupe includes more 
than 50 internationally recog- 
nized ice ballet stars that will 
twirl and glide in tribute to 
Tchaikovsky through sections of 
Swan Lake, Sleeping Beauty and 
The Nutcracker. 

Where: Beijing Exhibition Hall 
Theater, 135 Xiahimenwai Dajie, 
Xicheng When: September 25 - 
29, 7:30 pm Admission: 120-800 
yuan Tel: 

6835 4457 



I Moguls of 
| Magic Show 

Eight of the 

■ ! top magicians 
in the world, 
hailing from 
Australia, Can- 
ada, Holland, 
Russian, Swe- 
den, Switzer- 
land and the 
US, will give a 
tour de force show sure to blow 
minds and provide entertainment 
for people of all ages. David Cop- 
perfield thankfully not included. 

Where: Capital Gymnasium, 
54 Baishiqiao Lu, Haidian 
When: September 27 - 30, 7:30 
pm Admission: 80-1,680 yuan 
Tel: 6833 5552 ext. 8235 
Butterflies are Free 


the Broadway classic of the same 
name, tells the story of Don Bak- 
er, who wants to get away from 
his over-protective mother. Don 
has been blind since birth, but 
that doesn’t stop him from setting 
up in a San Francisco apartment 
and making the acquaintance of 
his off-the-wall, liberated, actress 
neighbor Jill. Don learns the kind 
of things from Jill that his moth- 
er would never have taught him, 
while Jill learns from Don what 
growing up and being free are re- 
ally about. 

Where: Poly Theatre, 14 Dong- 
zhimennan Dajie, Dongcheng 
When: September 28 - 30, 7:30 
pm Admission: 80-680 yuan Tel: 
6501 1854 




ersonal Classifieds 


It’s ballet and belly laughs 
when this all-male parody 
troupe gets tutu-ed up and 
prances around pieces includ- 
ing Swan Lake, Le Corsaire, Go 
For Barocco, The Dying Swan 


and Paquita. 

Where: Tianqiao Theatre, 
30 Beiwei Lu, Xuanwu When: 
September 29, 7:30 pm Ad- 
mission: 120-880 yuan Tel: 
6406 8888 



October Holiday Dance 
Program 

The Golden Dancing Acade- 
my is running a special family 
program for the October holi- 
day featuring dance and Chi- 
nese courses designed for kids 
and parents. Lessons will cov- 
er the “golden dance”, Rumba 
and Cha-cha. Chinese language 
courses are open to people of 
all ages and levels and priced 
at 100 yuan per class. 

Where: Tenth floor, Chon- 
gwenmen Culture Center, 7 
Chongwenmenwai Dajie, Chon- 
gwen When: September 30 
- October 8, dance classes 
9:30-10:30 am, 3-4 pm; Chinese 
language classes 10:40-11:40 
am, 4:10-5:10 pm Tel: 6708 
9567 

More than Mooncakes 

Chinese Culture club cel- 
ebrates Mid-Autumn Festival 
a bit early at Dongyue Tem- 
ple. The meaning of this an- 
cient festival will be explained, 
while guests can check out the 
fascinating temple and an ex- 
hibition of a huge rabbit. 

Where: meet in front of 
Dongyue Temple, Chaoyangm- 
enwai Dajie, Chaoyang When: 
Sunday, 2:30 pm Cost: 60 yuan 
(members 50 yuan) Tel: 8851 
4913 


Illusion - Works by Zhou 
Jirong 

Zhou Jirong, a graduate 
of the prestigious Central 
Academy of Fine Arts’ print- 
making department, of which 
he is now deputy director, 
has made significant break- 
throughs in his experiments 
with the language and form 
of printmaking. 

Where: Red Gate Gallery, 
Dongbianmen Watchtower, 
Chongwen When: until Octo- 
ber 10, 10 am - 5 pm Admis- 
sion: free Tel: 6525 1005 
Facial Make-up of Peking 
Opera 

This unusual painting exhi- 
bition features new takes on fac- 
es from Peking Opera by artist 
Wang Hanzun. Peking Opera’s 
dramatic make-up was created 
to represent characters’ person- 
alities and virtues. 

Where: Fafa Gallery, 1 
Xiangjiang Beilu, Chaoyang 
When: until October 3, 10:30 
am - 8 pm Admission: free 
Tel: 8450 6688 ext. 310 





The Wall of Hope China 2004 

Sure to be the biggest pop 
concert of the year, this show 
is headlined by new superstar 
Alicia Keys along with 80s’ sen- 
sation Cyndi Lauper, Boyz II 
Men, journeyman A1 Jarreau, 
JC Chasez and Raz B of the 
R&B group B2K. More acts 
than you can poke a stick at! 

Where: Great Wall Juyong- 
guan north gate, Changping, 
bus leaves north gate of Work- 
er’s Stadium at 3 pm (free bus 
trip back and forth for ticket 
holders) When: Saturday, 7 pm 
Admission: 100-10,000 yuan 
Tel: 6417 7845 


T hey didn’t start the boy band 
explosion, but they did ride 
it to ridiculous success. And 
now they’re back. The Backstreet 
Boys, an American quintet of soft- 
voiced young men with fancy dancy moves, make their 
China debut with a big local show. It’s a sure bet the 
emphasis will be on the Boys’ string of hits in the late 
1990s and 2000, before they quietly plummeted from 
the charts. 

Where: National Olympics Center Stadium, 1 Xiao- 
guan Anding Lu, Chaoyang When: tonight, 7:30 pm Ad- 
mission: 200-1 ,200 yuan Tel: 6500 1 1 88 


Second-hand Roses and 
Arken 

Avoid the predictable 
mooncake-laden Mid-autumn 
Festival parties and join local 
music gawds Second Hand 
Rose and Arken for a night of 
satisfying rock. 

Where: New Get Lucky bar, 
Tianze Lu, A1 Dongfang Qicai 
Dashijie in Laitai Flower Mar- 
ket, Chaoyang When: Septem- 
ber 28, 9 pm Admission: 40 
yuan Tel: 8448 3335 


Chinese for Beginners on Air 

Chinese for Beginners ()X 
inSBS&St) is a new language 
and culture instruction pro- 
gram jointly produced by Ra- 
dio 774 and Beijing Language 
and Cultural University set 
to hit local airways. Based 
on the university’s textbook 
The Path - Chinese Conversa- 
tion for Foreigners , the inno- 
vative learning program will 
focus on sentences and phras- 
es useful in a wide range of 
common situations to appeal 
to a target audience of expa- 
triates living in Beijing, Chi- 
nese teachers and Mandarin 
learners. Chinese for Begin- 
ners will be broadcast on AM 
774KHz at 7:55 am and 12:55 
pm Mondays through Sun- 
days. 



their identities. A policewoman 
hunts the killer with the assis- 
tance of a blind man able to link 
voices to colors. In Italian with 
English subtitles. 

Where: Italian Embassy, 2 
Dong’erjie, Sanlitun When: Sep- 
tember 30, 7 pm Admission: free 
Tel: 6532 2187 


Almost Blue 

Directed by Alex Infascelli, 
starring Lorenza Indovina, Clau- 
dio Santamaria and Rolando Rav- 
ello. The serial killer Alessio goes 
around Bologna hunting for stu- 
dents who chat on the Internet in 
order to murder them and take 
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bqntij beauty 


S3l1t3 Authoritative 

P medical treatment and 

BiilllM Korean-style beauty 

Outpatient services by experts 

QpriflOP Liposuction - lose 

uCI VlbB weight without pain! 

Salon 50 % off 


Special offer - 35% off: 
Removing bags under eyes 
Cosmetic surgery 
Face-lifts 
Jaw reshaping 


to Dentist service 
Tooth whitening 



Dental caps 
Tooth protection 


Tel: 6466 7655, 6467 5274 

Add: No.5, 1st floor, Building 79, Xibahe Dongli, Chaoyang 


linbiwan Business Center (Bathing) 


A wise choice for entertainment in the CBD 

Daily Special: 

A. 50% off from 2 am to 5 pm! 24 yuan per 
person, including bath products, buffet, rest area 

B. 64 yuan for double room (2 am - 5 pm) 
Massage: 58 yuan (foot), 88 yuan (body) 

Add: 

Opposite Jili 
Building, 
Yabao Lu, 
Chaoyang 

Tel: 

8563 8988, 
8563 8288 



99 Massage Center 


lHalOWer(58% 3® 
house call 24hrs 6501 0799 


■ 

Aromatic Oil Massage (RMB 200 - 580 ), Body/Foot 
Massage (RMB100). Service at your home is also 
available. Add: (South of Kerry Centre) Rm 703, e- 
Tower, 12 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 

mmo] ±0.703^, 



Accommodation 

Girls looking for a female 
roommate to share a 3 bedroom 
apartment, 1 living-room (air- 
condition), kitchen, bathroom; 
telephone and Internet access 
(ADSL) available. Near Anding- 
men subway station, Jiaodaokou 
Dongdajie. The room is 1,200 
yuan per month. Contact Annie 
at: citic_mvp@yahoo.com 
Language Exchange 

Lisa, 28, a business women 
working in Beijing, bachelor of 
traditional Chinese medicine, 
would like to find language 
exchange partners and make 
friends. Email: lisa 6816565 @ 

yahoo .com.cn 

Rinoa, a senior undergradu- 
ate student from Beijing Broad- 
casting Institute, is looking for 
a native English speaker as a 
language-exchange partner. Ri- 
noa is 19-years-old and her ma- 
jor is Media Economics. Playing 
tennis is her favorite. Contact: 
flychan@yahoo.com.cn 

I am seeking a native English 
speaker for keeping my English 
in good shape. In return, I can 
teach you Chinese language and 
culture. I am a 46-year-old Chi- 
nese-American man who works 
in Beijing. No flirting, be se- 
rious. Contact: xinhaigui@yahoo 
.com.cn 

Disclaimer: Beijing Today does 
not take responsibility for verify- 
ing the authenticity of the per- 
sonal classifieds and thus Beijing 
Today does not guarantee the ac- 
curacy, integrity or quality of the 
content. All content is the sole re- 
sponsibility of the advertiser. 


2046 

Directed by Wong Kar-wai, star- 
ring Tony Leung, Gong Li, Faye 
Wong and Zhang Ziyi. The highly 
anticipated new film from the di- 
rector of In the Mood for Love. He 
was a writer. He thought he wrote 
about the future but it really was 
the past. In his novel, a mysteri- 
ous train left for 2046 every once 
in a while. Everyone who went 
there had the same intention - re- 
capturing lost memories. It was 
said that in 2046, nothing ever 
changed. Nobody knew for sure if 
it was true, because nobody who 
went there had ever come back 
- except for one. He was there. 
He chose to leave. He wanted to 
change... 

Where: UME International 
Cineplex (Huaxing Guoji 
Yingcheng), 44 Shuangyushu 
Kexueyuan, Haidian When: 
Opens Tuesday, September 28 
Tel: 6261 2851 


TV and Radio MaMiahts 

HBO 


24 Friday 


National Security 

9 pm 

25 Saturday 


Biker Boyz 

9 pm 

26 Sunday 


Anger Management 

9:45 pm 

27 Monday 


The Foreigner 

10:30 pm 

28 Tuesday 


Thirl3en Ghosts 

10:30 pm 

29 Wednesday 


Path to War 

10 pm 

30 Thursday 


Maximum Risk 

11:25 pm 

CCTV-9 


Monday -Friday 


Around China 

6:30 am 

Cultural Express 

8:30 am 

Nature and Science / 


Chinese Civilization 

11:30 am 

Cultural Express 

2:30 pm 

Nature and Science / 


Chinese Civilization 

5:30 pm 

Dialogue 

7:30 pm 

News Updates / 


Asia Today 

8 pm 

Sports Scene 

11:15 pm 

Saturday 


Travelogue 

9:30 am 

Center Stage 

11:30 am 

Sunday 


Sports Weekend 

10 am 

Documentary 

10:30 am 

This Week 

12:30 am 

China Radio International 91.5 FM 

Monday -Friday 


Easy FM Afternoon 

2-7 pm 

Fun in Beijing 

5-5:30 pm 

JoyFM 

9:05-11 pm 

Saturday 


Music Memories 

8:05-11 am 

Euro Hit 40 

12:05-1 pm 

Musique Sans Frontiers 

6:05-8 pm 

JoyFM 

9:05-11 pm 

Sunday 


Music Memories 

8:05-11 am 

Jazz Beat 

6:05-8 pm 

JoyFM 

9:05-11 pm 


We are glad to receive your 
feedback. We will print 
employment, language- 
exchange and accommodation 
info for individuals. Feel free 
to e-mail us at bjtodayinfo @ 
ynet.com or call 6590 2518 

By Zhang Jianzhong 
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Yuangucun, one of the many well preserved ancient villages in Wuyuan County. 


Secluded Home of Natural Beauty 



By Shida Zhu 

uyuan that 

stands at the crossroads 
of Jiangxi, Anhui and 
Zhejiang provinces and nestles 
amidst high mountains is known 
for its ancient Ming and Qing 
residential houses and a rich 
legacy of Anhui culture. Now un- 
der the jurisdiction of Shangrao 
prefecture, Jiangxi Province, it 
used to belong to Anhui Prov- 
ince’s Huizhou prefecture in an- 
cient times. 

In the 550 or so years of the 
Ming and Qing dynasties, mer- 
chants from Anhui traveled to 
every corner of China to do busi- 
ness. There was a saying that 
without merchants from Hui- 
zhou, a market could not be 
counted as a market. When these 
merchants made money, they in- 
variably returned home to build 
houses in grand style. As troops 
of all colors rarely came to this 
secluded mountainous area, all 
the houses have survived centu- 
ries of wear and tear. 

Wuyuan has spectacular nat- 
ural scenery of mountains, 
streams, bamboo groves, trees, 
bridges, pavilions, mountain 
caves and ferry landings, all 
of which combine to present a 
unique picture, as if from an ide- 
al world of peace and harmony. 

Over the centuries, thousands 
of scholars were born and bred 
here, becoming high-ranking of- 
ficials or leading scholars of the 
day. A total of 2,665 officials came 
from Wuyuan throughout all the 
feudal dynasties and 2,180 books 
were written by people born here. 
Of the Si Ku Quan Shu 
■#), the largest encyclopaedia of 
feudal China, 172 sections were 
the work of Wuyuan scholars. 

Most outstanding of all schol- 
ars were Zhu Xi, the father of 


Neo-Confucianism and Zou Tian- 
you, one of the earliest Chinese 
students to study at Harvard and 
who presided over the construc- 
tion of China’s first railway. 

Ziyang (^P0), the county gov- 
ernment seat, is a town built on 
mountain slopes with a river en- 
circling it on three sides. City 
walls were built on the sides that 
face the river as an unconquer- 
able strategic defence point. 

If one wants to know more 
about Huizhou culture, the 
county museum at Chongshan 
contains many ancient relics 
and documents that tell stories 
of the past. 

There are too many ancient 
towns and villages to see in one 
visit to Wuyuan. One possible 
route for sight-seeing is the east- 
ern line: Li Keng-Wangkou-Up- 
per and Lower Xiaoqi. 

More than 260 households in 
Li Keng (^Ma,) live on both banks 
of a river. Bridges form the only 
communications between people 
on either side. It was the home 
of Li Zhicheng, a general of the 
third year of the reign of Emper- 
or Qiandao of the Song Dynasty. 

For Wangkou ()i0) 30 kilo- 
meters north-east of the county 
seat, the water town has anoth- 
er style: it is encircled, rather 
than bisected, by a river. The 
Yu ancestral temple shows re- 
markable artistry of more than 
100 groups of wood carving in 
bold relief which are considered 
a treasure trove by archaeolo- 
gists and artists. 

Upper and Lower Xiaoqi (Bfe 
M) are towns at the juncture of 
the Duanxin River and the Xiao- 
qi River. Lower Xiaoqi was the 
home of Jiang Renjing, a Qing 
official in charge of government 
salt trade in the Huaihe River 
valley in Anhui province. 


Upper Xiaoqi commands a 
view of a mountain slope dotted 
with magnificent Qing-style man- 
sions of high-ranking feudal of- 
ficials. The gate towers of these 
mansions are generally decorat- 
ed with carved bricks. The small 
lanes meandering among those 
ancient houses in the village are 
covered with green slabs. Going 
still upward, you will arrive in 
Jiangling where you will see the 
best pastoral beauty in Wuyuan. 

Another option is the northern 
line: Yancun-Sixi-Qing- 

hua-Likeng. Yancun (£L#) 18 ki- 
lometers from the county seat, 
is a small village of exquisite 
beauty. It starts from a well 
which symbolizes fortune and 
from there extends in a pattern 
that takes the form of the Chi- 
nese character for person, A, im- 
plying that human life is the 
most essential in this world. 

The town boasts 56 houses 
built during the reigns of emper- 
ors Qianlong and Jiaqing by pros- 
pering merchants. Each of the 
gate towers of these houses is built 
in the pattern of the Chinese char- 


acter “W” meaning “business.” 
The walled front yards are de- 
signed so that all rainwater flows 
into the yard, in line with the lo- 
cal idiom, “fertile rainwater will 
not go to others’ homes,” meaning 
that amenities are shared among 
the family or clan group, rather 
than with outsiders. 

The village is known for its 
wood, stone and brick carvings, 
such as the carved pattern of sea 
waves with bats (“fu” meaning 
“bat” is a homonym for “happi- 
ness”) flying over them. This epit- 
omizes the Chinese saying “as 
happy as the East China Sea.” 
There is also an urn carved from 
a whole rock. People may fore- 
cast the weather according to the 
transparency of the water in it. 

Sixi fcUJC boasts of refined 
ancient architecture with more 
than 30 ancient houses still 
standing. At the village entrance 
there is an old roofed bridge. 

At the Jingxutang Hall there 
is a small gourd-shaped niche 
with four Chinese characters in- 
scribed above it: (Jing 

Xi Zi Zhi, Please Cherish Paper), 


showing respect for culture. The 
12 wooden windows are carved 
with 96 variations of the char- 
acter “ f| ” at an old hall of the 
Yu family. Other carvings fea- 
ture ibis catching fish, lotus in 
full bloom, lotus leaves waving 
in the breeze and lotus roots, cre- 
ating an impression of complete 
leisure. 

The people of Qinghua (vn^) 
are very much proud of the vil- 
lage’s 140-meter roofed bridge, 
the Rainbow Bridge. It was built 
during the Southern Song Dy- 
nasty, more than 800 years ago. 
Five pavilions stand on the bridge 
with a very fluent and pictur- 
esque skyline. The bridge foun- 
dations of stone are scientifically 
built in the curved shape of a 
ship’s bow that may most ef- 
ficiently resist the force of the 
strongest mountain deluge. 

Nestling amidst the green hills, 
Likeng (^M^L), 45 kilometers north- 
east of the county seat, was built 
during the early years of the South- 
ern Song Dynasty. The name of the 
village tells that it is the source of 
Neo-Confucian reason. 

Many of the Qing court schol- 
ars came from this village. Si Ma 
Di is the mansion built by Yu 
Weishu, minister of defence dur- 
ing the early Qing years. Facing 
the east, the buildings are three 
storeyed with a walled yard. 
The facade is made of water- 
washed black bricks. The beams 
are carved with flower patterns 
and figurines from classic plays. 

Virtually all the local villages 
have their own stories of mys- 
tery and glory. Entering any vil- 
lage along the way, the eye and 
mind of the visitor will be richly 
rewarded by surprises. 

One of the local cultural spe- 
cialties of Wuyuan is its lanterns. 
As bamboo grows abundantly, all 


lanterns are made of bamboo 
slips in the shape of horses, li- 
ons, pagodas, flower boats and 
lotus flowers. Thanks to the ac- 
tion of heat from the candle light, 
some of the lanterns revolve, and 
the pictures painted on the face 
seem to move also. 

A home of tea, the locality 
pays great attention to tea cul- 
ture. The local tea course, the 
Cha Dao, is a long ceremony. As 
part of the Neo-Confucian influ- 
ence, tea drinking embodies a 
moral spirit of “respect, harmo- 
ny, thrift and quietude.” 

The highest tribute paid to a 
guest is to serve him steamed 
soft-shelled turtle. It is entirely 
naturally made with only a little 
addition of salt and two pieces 
of ginger, tastes absolutely deli- 
cious and is said to have invigo- 
rating qualities. 

Steamed carp head is anoth- 
er spicy local food, traditionally 
prepared for the Moon Festival. 
The local special products are 
humorously referred to as four- 
color goods: red for carp, green 
for Wuyuan tea, black for Long- 
wei inkslab, and white for Jiang- 
wan pear. 

Quality service is provided by 
the three-star Golden Ox Hotel, 
the Liangyou Hotel and the You- 
hao Hotel in Ziyang. Local private 
bed-and-breakfast family inns are 
clean and give visitors the oppor- 
tunity acquaint themselves with 
local culture and habits. 

Getting there: There are air- 
ports at Tunxi, Jingdezhen, Qu- 
zhou and Nanchang. The closest 
of these to Wuyuan is Jingdezhen 
Airport, 98 kilometers away. 
Wuyuan is also accessible by rail, 
via the Beijing-Kowloon and Bei- 
jing-Fuzhou railways. Get off ei- 
ther at Nanchang, Jingdezhen, 
Shangrao or Quzhou. 



ng £T Qinglongxia 


Escapes 

By Liu An 

Qinglongxia (Qinglong 
Gorge), in the north of Huair- 
ou, is just far enough away to 
give the sense of having truly 
escaped from Beijing, but close 
enough to be an easy weekend 
holiday option. 

Offering cliff-side bungy 
jumping, a bathing beach com- 
plete with sand, bamboo rafting 
and the ancient Great Wall, 
Qinglongxia is a popular au- 
tumn destination. The Great 
Wall runs along the top of the 
high mountains and around Qin- 


glong gorge, connecting with Mu- 
tianyu Great Wall in the west 
and Simatai Great Wall in the 
east. This section of great wall 
was built during the Ming Dy- 
nasty, and includes a fort that 
belonged to the town of Ji. The 
beacon towers are still well pre- 
served. 

On September 20, the Qin- 
glongxia Harvest Festival be- 
gan. Visitors can pick apples, 
pears and haws from the many 
orchards in the area. 

Getting there: Take bus No. 
16 from Dongdaqiao or Xuan- 



wumen, bus No. 936 from Dong- 
zhimen or No. 3 tourism train 
from Xizhimen railway station 
to Qinglongxia station directly. 

Drive from Sanyuanqiao to 
Huairou, then north along the 
Huairou-Fengning Road. Qin- 
glongxia is about 7 kilometers 
north of Yanqi Lake. 
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